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Project Description 



This project is designed to help teachers more easily integrate the use of primary source 
materials into their classrooms. It consists of teaching units on Alabama history 
organized in ten chronological/subject areas: 

. Creek War, 1813-1814 

• Settlement 

• Slavery 

• Civil War 

• Reconstruction 

• 1901 Constitution 
. World War I 

• Depression/New Deal 
. World Warn 

• Civil Rights Movement 

While these units cover some of the most critical and significant periods in Alabama 
history, the selected lessons are meant to be representative rather than comprehensive. 
These units were designed to augment the study of Alabama, yet they are useful in the 
study of the United States, the world, and the social studies in general. The documents 
can also be used to supplement the study of other curriculums. 

Each unit contains background information for the teacher and is made up of several 
lessons. The lessons contain learning objectives, suggested activities, and documents. 
Documents are reproduced in the original form and transcribed when necessary. Primary 
source materials may be printed and reproduced for classroom use. Lessons can be used 
without modification, adapted for specific class use, or entire new lessons and activities 
may be created based on the primary source materials provided. 



Purpose of the Project 

The 1992 Alabama Social Studies Course of Studies emphasized the use of primary 
source documents to "enrich the social studies program and enable students to visualize 
and empathize with people of other times and places." These documents help students 
vividly understand the feelings and actions of Jeremiah Austin at the Canoe Fight of 
1 813, of riders on the first integrated buses in Montgomery at the conclusion of the 
famous bus boycott, of women nursing wounded Civil War soldiers, and of destitute 
Alabama families during the Depression. These documents enrich the study of Alabama 
history and the study of all civilizations. 



The Alabama Department of Archives and History is the official repository for Alabama 
government documents and holds many of the most important books, documents, visual 
materials and artifacts that document the history of Alabama and the South. The purpose 
of this project is to bring those materials to students, and to organize them in such a way 
that teachers can easily utilize them in the classroom. 
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Using Primary Sources in the Classroom 
Civil Rights Movement Unit 



Introduction to the Civil Rights Movement Unit 

Many of the major events which defined the modem Civil Rights Movement in America 
took place in Alabama during the 1950s and 1960s. Concerted efforts to guarantee 
Afiican Americans equal access to public and private transportation, schools, voting 
booths, economic opportunities, and housing caused tremendous social turmoil all over 
the South, where legal discrimination against black Americans was most pronounced. 

From Alabama emerged two of the leading figures in the stmggle. Dr. Martin Luther 
King. Jr. came to prominence here as a spokesman for Afiican Americans seeking 
equality, while Governor George C. Wallace became the symbol for white resistance to 
racial integration. Montgomery, Tuscaloosa, Birmingham, and Selma all figured 
prominently in the contest between the two views these leaders represented. 

Boycotts, demonstrations, and protest marches by Civil Rights activists provoked 
sometimes violent responses fi'om whites determined to resist integration. This, in turn, 
focused national attention to Alabama, leading to a series of federal court orders and 
congressional legislation to guarantee black Americans equalilty under the law. 
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Lesson 1: Riding the Bus - Taking a Stand 



1 . Background information for teachers: 

On December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks, a black seamstress, was arrested for refusing to obey 
a Montgomery bus driver's order to give her seat up for a boarding white passenger as 
required by city ordinance. Such municipal and state laws designed to separate the races 
were common in the South at the time. These segregation codes were increasingly 
onerous to African Americans, especially after the U.S. Supreme Court decision in 
Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka struck down legal barriers to school integration in 
1954. Outrage in Montgomery's black community over the arrest of Rosa Parks sparked a 
boycott against the city's bus line - the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the begiiming of the 
modem Civil Rights Movement. 

Working closely with a long-active African-American leadership extant in Montgomery, 
Atlanta-bom Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. <http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/> 
emerged as the president of the Montgomery Improvement Association (MIA) which 
organized the boycott. As the MIA's demands expanded beyond more flexibility in bus 
seating to include more equal access to other municipal services, racial tensions increased 
during the standoff. Preaching a course of non-violence. Dr. King was convinced that the 
cause could be won through a combination of dignified behavior and economic pressure 
on the part of the protesters. 

The Boycott ended in December 1956 < http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/mIk/ 
movement/PT/Rosa_Parks_1956.html>, over a year after it began, when the U.S. 
Supreme Court ordered the desegregation of buses in Montgomery. 

NOTE: For additional information regarding the Montgomery Bus Boycott, see Jo Ann 
Gibson Robinson, The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women Who Started It: The 
Memoir of Jo Ann Gibson Robinson; edited, with a foreword by David J. Garrow. 
Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, c. 1987, and 

The Montgomery Bus Boycott Page 
http://socsci.colorado.edu/~jonesem/montgomery.html 



2. Learning objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Identify the policy of segregation which existed in Alabama. 
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2. Define the legal idea of being "separate but equal." 

3. Define and describe an editorial. 

4. Discuss the impact of social unrest and inequality upon economic 
development. 

5. Describe Dr. King's theory of non-violence and its impact upon the Civil 
Rights Movement. 



3. Suggested Actvities: 

1. Make copies of Documents 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 for the students. 

2. Read Document 1, Sec. 10-11 aloud. Have the class discuss city laws and 
Mrs. Parks' arrest on December 1, 1955. 

(According to police reports from the time period, Rosa Parks was charged 
with violating Sec. 11.) 

3. Allow the students to read Document 3. 

4. As a class, list the requests for changes as reported in Document 3. 

5. Allow the students to read Document 4. After having read Document 4, 
tell the students that these items were presented to the Montgomery City 
Council in 1955 prior to the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

6. What similarities and differences can be found between the requests 
presented in Document 3 and those presented in Document 4? 

7. Show the students an overhead transparency of Document 5. Ask the 
students why they believe Mr. Diamond took this position. What kinds of 
conclusions can be drawn about other businesses and economic 
investments in Alabama during this time period? 

8. Allow the students to read Document 6. 

a. What is the stand of the editor? 

b. Is the issue being discussed desegregation of buses or is the issue 
the dismissal of the "separate but equal" policy for every situation? 

9. Allow the students to read Document 7. After reading the document, 
discuss with students their opinions concerning the suggestions. Point out 
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the pattern of nonviolence that Dr. King used as a part of the Civil Rights 
Movement. Why was nonviolence an important issue to Dr. King? 

10. Ask each student to make a list of rules for riding a school bus or for 
working together in a classroom. 

11. With the students' assistance, make a class list of rules for riding a school 
bus or for working together in a classroom. 

12. Give each student a copy of Document 7. 

13. Ask the students to mark those suggestions which match the class list for 
riding a school bus or for working together in a classroom. 

14. Ask the students the following questions: 

a. Which of these rules deal with politeness and courtesy? 

b. Why do you think that good manners would be important during a 
situation like this? 

c. Why are good manners and courtesy important to all people? 



DOCUMENTS: INSERT/SCAN: 

Document 1. Code of the City of Montgomery, Alabama. Charlottesville: Michie 
City Publishing Co., 1952. Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lessonl/docl.html 

Dociunent 2. Montgomery Advertiser article, 12/06/55, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History Public Information Subject Files - General File, Bus 
Boycott, SG6945, folder 305b. Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http ://www. archives . state, al .us/teacher/rights/lesson 1 /doc2 .html 

Dociunent 3. Montgomery Advertiser article, 12/9/55, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History Public Information Subject Files - General File, Bus 
Boycott, SG6945, folder 305b. Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http ://www. archives . state. al .us/teacher/rights/lesson 1 /doc3 .html 
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Document 4. "Negroes' Most Urgent Needs," Inez Jessie Baskin Papers, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the 
web at.http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lessonl/doc4.html 

Document 5. "Western Union Telegram: Diamond Brothers," Judge Eugene 
Carter Papers, Box 11, folderl. Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lessonl/doc5.html 

Document 6. Montgomery Advertiser editorial, 4/26/56. Alabama Department of 
Archives and History Public Information Subject Files - General File, Bus 
Boycott, SG6945, folder 305b. Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lessonl/doc6.html 

Document 7. "Integrated Bus Suggestions," Inez Jessie Baskin Papers, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the 
web at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lessonl/doc7.html 
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C. 6, § 10 



Montgomery City Code 



C. 6, § 18 



Sec. 10. Separation of race*— Required. 

Every person operating a bus line in the city shall provide 
equal but separate accommodations for white people and 
negroes on his buses, by requiring the employees In charge 
thereof to assign passengers seats on the vehicle.s under iheir 
charge in such manner as to separate the white people from 
the negroes, where there are both white and negroes on the 
same car; provided, however, that negro nurses having in 
charge white children or sick or infirm white persona, may be 
assigned seats among white people. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting 
the operators of such bus lines from separating the races by 
means of separate vehicles if they see fit. (Code 1988, 
g§ 608, 606.) 

Soc. 11. Some — Powers of pertoni in ehorgo of vehicle; pas- 
■ongon to obey directions. 

Any employee in charge of a bus operated in the city shall 
have the powers of a police officer of the city while in actual 
charge of any bus, for the purpose of carrying out th.e pro- 
visions of the preceding section, and it shall be unlawful for 
any passenger to refuse or fail to take a seat among those 
assigned to the race to which he belongs, at the request of 
any such employee in charge, if there is such a seat vacant. 
(Code 1938, § 604.) 

Sec. 12. Failure to eotry passengers. 

It shall be unlawful for any person operating a bus line in 
the city to refuse, without sufficient excuse, to carry any pas- 
senger; provided, that no driver of a bus shall be required to 
carry any passenger who is intoxicated or disorderly, or who 
is afflicted with any contagious or infectious disease, or who 
refuses to pay in advance the fare required, or who for any 
other reason deemed satisfactory by the recorder .should be 
excluded. (Code 1988, § 699.) 

Soc. 13. Smoking. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to smoke a cigar, pipe 
or cigarette upon any bus in the city ; provided, however, that 

42 



Document 1: Code of the City of Montgomery, Alabama. Charlottesville: Michie 
City Publishing Co., 1952. Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama, page 1. 
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c. 6, § 14 



Busks 



C.7 



smoking may toe pennitted in vehicles provided for that pur- 
pose and set apaii: therefor toy tlie person operating the bus 
lino. (Code 1938, § 443.) 

See. 14. Foiluro to pay faro,* 

It shall be unlawful for any person, with the intent to 
defraud the operator of a bus line, to ride or attempt to ride 
upon any bus in the city without the payment of the fare 
charged for such service. (Code l»88, § 600.) 

CHAPTER 7. 

Cemeteries and edriaia.'' 

AHleJe li In Onneral* 

§ 1. Cetoolerios to bo aupervieod; powers and duties of sextono. 
g Z, Register of burluls and map to be kept* 

§ d. Mainteiiance of graves and vaults. 

§ 4 . All w0rk to be pcrioruieil ujiiiur f^upervision of sexton* 

$ 5. How graves to be dug and fUled. 

S 6. Oonstruelion of vaultB. 
g T. Dutiea of undertakerfi as to graves and vaults, 
g R, Graves to be marked, 
g 9. Monuinetit XouiidaUonH. 

9 10* Construction of concrete nlahii on graven. 

§ II4 Area aacd for burial not to bo ujved for nddiiional burials* 
i 12. PoTBons erectlnic monamenta, etc., or constrocting vaults ta He 
lleonpod. 

§ 13. Prohibited acta; unlowful entries. 

§ 14. Injuries to prnporty nr planting, 
g IB. All burials to bo In eriCoblEBlied cotucituries. 

9 10. ^‘Otice of proposed Inicvmont to bo irivon. 
g 17. Intormonto In nSghitimo. 

§ 16. Violations of atntelaw. 



« Per Blttlo law tis U> riding buses without paying fare, boo Ala. Code 
IIMO. Tit. 46. § 462. 

For power of city to own ond regulate ccraeterles, hco Ain. Code 1940, 
I Tit. 67, g§ 476-460. As to burial companios. see Ala. Codo 1040. Tit. 1ft, 
S8 124^l22, Ab to loooHoa ond oxtoaoiona of comotorioa, »ee Ala. Code 
1940» TU. 22» § 68. Ab to duty Of City to bury certain dead, eeo Ala. 
Code 1940, Til. 44, g 17. As to intomiGnta gonorally, qoo Ala. Code 1940, 
* Tit C2, g§ fiS-40, Tit. 14, gg 114, 115. As to unlawful removal of bodlOB 

I from ffravea, soo Ala. Code^940. Tit 14. gg lOg.111. 

( 
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motio BOYCOTT POSTER 

TWs Is one of Ih^ |3isic2*R wfclcli euy pQlicsmx^ yeMrrfia^^’^ 
tm^vH bui %itip }^v-(:hw slu^^c’d a baycott 

agafp^t «hc Moplgt^mrTy pvsr anta.t of t$ Se^^o i 

Wijjman on a fraonpor^af^on scjCrcjsaUyti chaic^Qa "Thf) po^^^t" ^ 
AtatCE: “'RrreemDcr m arc IfiiSbUitK lor a eauscv lio mi rac ^ 

ft bus Mn';* --_ -- i^iinisters cf varte cb«acUi»i led 

several IhouBand Neuroea tita 



the bu^s oft a nixnnc] day. 

E^ella» ear« and mofeereye!io3- 
foS:ui>xTl ibe bu6C3 pcaiodic^illy to 
prov€3i'i troubUe olcer Sellcra said 
some Nflgirtos ropnftpd lliey wer^ 
6ht<20lcTwtd wUb ^Holcneo II they 
rodo bufie5 ye*Jtord:aj\ 

Tha elrvabrs etUtilbuUd in 
Negro frnJdt’iiljOl dbssrlcta Satur- 
day nc^5ina boycott yester- 
day ift v^oic}i\ to the nvr^'4 ot 
Iftosft Parke v?cte* not ^IgDod* Th« 
Rev, A. AV. M\mn, pastor of tb« 
Kc^^^m church where ike Kieciina 



had a 

stocement snyiiig Uie hm coiapany 
*% sorry li awae arp^m m 
to be exempt Irem aay statn ar 
dty low/* 

Iji tliB RoFft yfifkfi Cise yeg^r* 
day, Ibe ehy prepared tft 
pffciT testtmory &om II wltflCQ^eei 
Udly thTPe, Blake end two women 
passottjEirrA testiflcdL Oae of the 

women 4*afJ there wfti an empty 
seat where Bu^a PtiikA tould have 
jtal if she hud m<yved to the rear 

Ati Ihe hoyeott stl<rTHl yestr-dfty 



WOO to bo bddj **e would Negroes stood m down- 

dMaie "’under any « i r c ttm • j enmot« w’alUax Uw 
atencdg’^ the nmm of tmim int^ ttuleabi, Man? 

Qgkcd pormJsftlon to ii^c tho {Jiurrhj *v;o or three ifliles to wora 

for iB the crh9 raid 

■Must Net!Tri rhlldmt walked to 
eebaol Uioro Wft* a teley aptu 
pieUw}» s>s t:*u ^.toukh 

Otit Hi Un> 

I I I .. ■ 
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4 -HOm HVDDLE 



Bus Boycott Conference 



By 

Mon^cgep^N eontimt to boycott city 

buaea tinWlP^w scatine^ ai^angenaenfc la dc- 

viood, a sj^csmah told bOldala of CSty Bus Lines^ yes- 
terday. 

The Rev. L. King, sp^aJcliig for a delegation that 
— ' ' I 11 K^n(errcd with bim Unci ol^fidals 
four hpurSi propoi^^ thot hu9 
patrons^ jpe Bchled oh a 
! coiT^e^fim oofved” basis v?tfch no 
I^Ubns reserved for dUicr race, 
f Ko|rocs would conllnuo to scat 
|rrom< Ihb rear and whiles from* 

I the froni» be said, but there w'ould 
' be, no reassignnienl of scats once 
the buses were load^. 

Z OtktEE CQNOmONS 

fold down two ether cond{-| 
Ubns sought by Negroes: More' 
icourieous treatment and the hfr 
log of Negro drivers on routes 
f .**predomlnandy*' 

'^dn all but the **courtcsy*^ pro* 
poshU Atty. ^och Crenshaw, emm* 
set for the bus lines, demurred* 

Bo said it would bo impossible 
to accept Uio proved sentihg ar> 
raf^ement *1n view of the segre* 
gaUbn Jaw*' and, ho Padded, the 
comimoy h^a po IptehUons et hir- 
ing Negro drivers. 

*-We do not contemplate and 
have no inUmtlons of hiring Negro 
ddyers," sold Crenshaw. "Tho 
tUno is not right in Montgomery^ 
but who can say whats will, happen 
In io years;" 

* One of the dptegaUpn replied: 
"Wo doni't mean 10 years we mcaii 
Uils year.'* 

^fCUig;. who Is pastor of the 
tfextpp Avenue cm* 




phasked the group was hot try- 
ing io change the Mgregat io n 
law. 

BETTKH ACCO^D^OBAtlOKSi 
"We are merely trying to peace* 
lulty obtain beubr accommodations 
lor Negroes/* hp sJild, 

Commenting on repaid of vior 
tenec. King sold mo^ of hi>4 race 
deplores sui^ acts m much as 
anyone add .promised Io ropori 
"anyone wc knpw to be guilty.*' 

But. he addedi the bo^u wilt 
eontinuo **uiitU something is 
done/* ^ 

J; Hk Bdglp}*. manager of Uic 
bus line, vim ashed if this stale* 
meni wottid eoMse ihe^ company 
to reduce it« servled immcdiafely.. 
Be replied 

**We vdll continue to provide 
^service adeouato to Iho pUblio 
needs/' 

He added that s o r t e e has 
dtitndy been curtailed on 
yroulps but declined to namo them. 

A Nogro> altompy, Kred 0. 
Gray* uuoHUoned whether Iho 
^late law applied to djy bus lines 
and lirged ihdt a ruling bo oh 
iained from the dllomey generut ^ 
Aliiyor W. A. Goyto later said 
the Clfy ICommlssfon hod not de* 
elded Whether Ig. seek the rulings, 

‘ Crenshaw told the prote^^lling 
dPlegatipn the bus company would 
db everything pos^blo to serve 
(tS pd^ehgero blit could not 
"chemge the law/' 

said thd contpany would 
mark dvory blhef bus *'^c<^al*' 
on Iho Wosblhgion Park*$mith 
jeelcson Strbot wm« and tvam^port 
only Negroes* 1!tiey coutd still 
Ihb regular buses wlifch run at 
;54uven and otte-holf Infer 

:;vafs>> 

I'The bpyeoU out of th- 

: an^t last week «f Hoya Park^/ 
a. scom^roj^ who W!fov«d to 
move to , the reor of u ei^wd^d 
iHty bus. She A\W fined IP 
Recorder's Court. 

Severst Instances of violence 
have been reported. 

Four dty buses have beeii fired 
on. But Police Chid G. *S. Buppen* 
Wal said there was "no ovittence 
(o dato^* of any eeimecUdn b^ 
tween the IncldonUs and the 
celt.. 

Two Negro houses Including the 
homo of Policeman A. G. Wetthy*. 
were hit by shotgun blust^ Wc# j 
nesday night but no one was m 
ported hurt. 
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i REQRaESi ICST UHGFWT NEISDS 



FOUDWiWO AHE A wm OFTHE HOST UHOEHT TIE^S OF ODR PEOPLE. IMMEDIATE ATTEMTION 
SHOUID BE GIVEN EACH .OF THESE# VmAT 13 XOUR STAND TOWARD THE3I7 



Tha preaant "bus situati.on» Negroes have %o stand over QEptgr neats oT city 

buses, because the first ton seats are reserved 
for ^^tos vho soinotino novor ridCr Wo Mtioh to 
fill the bus from tho back t ouard the front until 
the* seats aro taken» This is dons in' Atlanta, 
1 Coorgla^ Hobllo^' Alobcuha and in ntoot of our 

* -larger southern cities# 



Negro Hoprooantatton on the 



Porko and Rccroation Board* Our parko aro in a 
deplorable condition* V/o have protested, yot /^£c 

nothing has been toward linprovinR thorn. Juve- f # 

nilo dollnquoncy continues to inoiraso* In many ^ 
Instmcos those children aro not rosponsiblQ* 

Tho city is* Nobody knows better than Negroes 
what tholr noods aro. 



3* Sab«divl3lon for housing* iJust recently a prodoot tfon Budobtdivlsion 

* if or Negroes was prosontod boforo the City 
Commission for approval* Ibi'ctests from whitos 
and other objections prevented the dovolopmont* 

There is no section whorbiii Nogrooo .pan ^ 

pond to build docont homos. Lincoln Hel^hta? 

Jobs for quolifiod Nogroos* Qortdin civil soz^co Jobs aro not open to 
.V Nogroos, yot Many oro qu^iflod* Nogroos nood 

"'.Jobs conmonaurato with tholr training* Every* 
bodyooiz not toech* 

v'^* Negro representation on all^ boiirda^fectin Wegroofl. Negrooa are tax- 

; ^royofSTth^ ore property ownei's or I'cntors# 

Tho oonstituto about liftrtywrSxr^oroont of tho 
^ city's population* Many boards dotennlno their 
destinies without any kind of roprosuntation 
r whatoocvor* Only Negroes aro qiwilifiod to 

^ represont*. t})oW>lvQs adequatoly and propoTly. 

1 »’ 

6. Caniscsted areaSf v4tta inadequate ^or no rireplugs* Fire basords are lixTiting. 

7* Leek of sdrago disposals makes It' necesserv* to resort to out«do6r privlos, which 
* is a health hazard* 

8* Narrow streets^ leak of curbing^ unpavod scoots in some oootions* Immodiats 

action shoxild e taken on this traffic haztai^d* 



Osntlemszi^ what is your stand on these IssuosT i^fhat will you do to improve 

those undemocratio praetioes7 Tour stand on these 
issues will enable us to better decide on nhoA 
vfo shall oast our ballot in the March eXeotion# 







ft' 









Very truly yoursj 
Itontgomeiy Nogroos 
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CiA£S Q9 St!ftVl£3l 

TMi t$ a f8K3 mclsis^ 
ttnleu lt4 deferred char* 
tEta U lodleated bv ih« 

p«6p«r4yinlxtl ' 



WESTERN U 

TELEGRAM 



1^1 






NLaKIshr Leior 



W P MAPITNAL i . 



■ *Tr Jr:^r:t)aL:iw3at 
** ■ l»catc» Te!e§«4«Bi , 



The 6tanB rim* ahowo fn ebe date iCne on dsxmxi’c celqjionts ItfiTANOARO TlMC ai uf un)Kt;« Time off fo»t^pt laSTA!^0AGU>'nMSj ek p»4m wffdwitwiton 



T 



itjSi\267 PA254 



rK t 2 7 



P tRE088 PD=OUX tREWTOn MJER 21JJPL!E= 

CiaCuTt COURt JUDQE EUQEfiJE CARTER® 

'&10.fJTG0K£RY ALA®: 

HAVE CAhiCELLED PLAMS FOR BUiLDIHG HI ALADAMAj 1^0^000 SQ 
FT Ci3A{iUFACT0RYHG SPACE OPOII COiJV ICTIOR OF REV MARtTp 

Cut HER kThq 0^®: • - . ;■• 

DIAMOHD BROTHERS SOU DI AWOftB V ICE [PRES tREASORER® 



TWB COMIVMHT WJtt APPltECtAra CUCCCdTIOMO PftOM ITS PATfeOMfl IT* BCHVldU 
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Did Th Supreme Court 
Actually KuJeV 

JT NOW tppwA fefeat Mo5iU{otK«ry | 

Llneis, aetme prc3^maWy on tnatni©- S 

tjpua li^fA pui»®nt CUj? 

Llnois, may have acted With URGeeaiJy* 
unneces^' haste la mJerinfr dsr-vtra 
here to dlercgurd aty and state , 

gatlan .^awa. j 

Second-loak appraJsaia of what the 
court actually laeaat In Ita Monday 
rul^g l^ave ewuilderablf d«^ihfc that the 
eouri Inteaacd to aholtiii \ 

gatioa oil intraetfttc trao^poriat^o. 
Binoo the eoiuk seeuried to leave standlasf 
the dcclsloh h? th© tJil, 4th Oireult 
Couit of Appeal© that ""We do not tWnlt 
the aepaeaie but equal doetflne eon any 
fortaer be regarded aa a correct ©tato-^ 

* meat of the \Wi'* wire iervieet apd mc»t 
aev?«pap^'f*i Jumped to the eohclu^loh 
that bua aegregaiion had goh© the wdy j 
of echool acgregatlom I 

TOb vary bVovUy of the Sapr^ino 
dourt»a tuning, however, should have 
generated eorue doubt tijiat the court . 

la^dhg down a broad new ptlucl** 
pie of law. Also, the court huowo the 
turmoU existing In the houth today te- 
xuUJ&g from the school tullniT. and the 
Juiticea could hardly . b» uuuiindrul of 
the ,conae(jucncee Of another exa^erbot* 
,lng ruling |t thin rtltleal tlhie, 

★ 

JT ifl Idle to argue that the euprom© 

Court alinaply on the law with - 
out regard to wha4 happen*. The court 
hn« found It expedient orten petar© to 
employ tho pfuyorblal law’s delay? and 
might very wall have done *o In the 
bua CM© If the court ha* any fnclUig 
at all for ©oclal conocqucnoea of lU 
acilone^ And w« cannot bellev© Ihe 
court li totally devoid of such fceihiga. 

The A&fiociatcd Preas, wldch eald ‘ 
Batcgorlcany Monday that the Supreme 
Court had ended aESECBaUon op In- 

■twtato tratuportoUctt, hedged yeater-^ 

slay with the following: 



~WA^-«T0k AorU 
eraaoBt Isnvyrw were divided locjf 
<m whet the Suprewe (^«rl meint bv 
i;a cfypMc eetleu Mendey in « 
ctoaUenRlitB lete eejsfcgetloa on Intia- 

*^TOe**C0«ri btlei order »etu>iu|f io 
yeylew • lo»« 

widely interpreted *t th; fM enO- 
Jk* BeRiOsothnt «** vriy tnrrt of pUoUe 

ttaaeportdtlon, But ««m. 

ylBWian Uie t«w «*ld the 
could nave acted un narrow, tcchwieai 

“'rofi'^^Supreme c®in 
olaboratcv on iw order*. No WJ^J* 
ticn eould b# obtain^ from It today 
ad to what tt m^ant 

Ac§6r4in(f to topol opinion hard and 
(ft pref^apten, the court mtoftf have 
cfmply declined to cc^uldcr at m^iitr 
whieh h^d not been ffrmtrph /inttt ittdO- 
iTicnf fh fAa knocr oourfs* 

★ . 

rr TfW to true, thp bua company na* 
palntod Itoalf Into a romer, annouuc- 
!p 8 that it wlU not defend icgrcaattou 
although, aa th© AP atory Ittolcataa, 
lawo requiring wpatratitm of the rsccs 
oh intrastato transportatton naay re- 
main Inlaeti la any cveat, National 
City tAaon would have bran well ad- 
vised to liavR wiltod uatU I to attoixcya 
had time to weigb the effect of the 
court*© ruling. 

Hut If th* bus company to guilty of 
haste, tbe^Sapreiiae Court to aulUy «f 
vagpenoti© and the natton** preaa. per- 
haps, of eQndusiott-jummng ^ »one of 
which has helped an already eewowfui- 
I ^tuatlohi 



Special RJo - L'hwfy 

of ArcSf.0, aAfonr 
Mofitoom^rv. AfAk^M^ 



MTtUr . ADVBHTiaei' 
/iPR 2 C 1956 
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I 



nrrK’rH'V I ’ uu 



Thia Is ft Matcrlc wuuir bcr/iuj^o i3u^"r:j,'Htion tm bua*ia haa now 
boon doolavod tancnntrtitufcionril. Witliin f*?w tba itti;prowi Court 

IhndntQ will reaca M^ntyor^ry anrl ;cu will ru-buhinUnK Intet^ruted 
lUMuak Uma hI cui all a oaolbillfcy oil main- 

talnlng. In fa6Q of wbct o^iuld bo acno unpliJis-iatni^ S9 , » calr Hinrt 
loving dignity bafittlnr ftodd ftltiftans nnd mencnrs of our If 

tharo la Science In word or deod it r:u»t nut do our pooplo who 
COTTiXnlt 

For your help and convsniGnco the follcwiii#: uu, t,oatlona aro mado, 
Uill 5 ^ou read, obudy and jrarnorizo them oo thati our nou-vlolor.t Je-^ 
termination way not bo ondangiered. First:, schb nugfestiona : 

X* Not all white people ai'O opposed to inte^r^ted baaao* Aooept * 
goodwill on the part or rtiony. 

The Whole bus Is now for the use of all people. Take a vauaut aeat. 
3^ Pray for y>uidanco and commit youraelr to cunjjlf»tj5 non-vi.olonco 
In word and action ao you enter tho buo. 

J|, Deironstrat© the calm dignity of our Montf.om:ir^ panple In your 
actions. 

5. In all thinrs obaorvu ordinary rules of ccourtony and ^ood behavior, 

6. Rowember that this is not a victory for Uogrt.es but for all 

Mont^omary and the South. Bo riot boast I Bo net brari 

7» Bo quiet blit frlandly; proud, but not urro.r.4nt; ioyoua, but not 
boiotrouo, ‘ 

8. be lovlnc enough to absorb ovil and undors rfnourh to turn 
an enemy Into a friend. 



Kow for aoms specific suggestions: 

1. Tho bu3 driver is in charge of tho bus and hss bu5*r* lns*.ruct«d to 
obey tho law. Aosvune that ho will eooporate in bnlpinn yru 
occupy any vacant seat. 

2# Do not deliberately sit by a, white pex^son, tmloijo tVacra ir no 
other seat. 

3. In sitting down by a person, white or colored, say *VMay I’* ur 
** Pardon me’* as you sit. This la a camon cnurtosy. 

4* If ourood, do not curso back. If puchod, do not push back. 

. If struck, do not strlko back, but evidonco *ov6 ar^ roodwlll 

at all times. 

>. In case of an incident, talk as littl© as pooslble, and always 

in a quiet tone. Do not get up from yo\sr hcui I n*iport nil serious 
Incident p to the bus driver. 

o. For tho first fov# days try to got on the hvuj vlth t% friend in 

whoso non-violence you have oonfldenco, You can uphold nne arot‘ier 
by a glancQ or a prayer* 

?• If anottep person Is bylng molt: s tod, da not avis^ to go to '^lo 

defonoo, but pray for the opproasor and uae moral and spiritual 

force tn, carry on the **ov 

8 . According: to your ovm ability and oart;nr..’ 4 lil: , uu not be afraid 
to ojqpoririont with now anu creative trchnlquoc for achlcvinr 
reconctlllatlon nonlnl clinr^e. 

9. If yuu fool you ennnet tako it, vral*r for anotfier w«ek or two. 

Wu liavo eo^ot'ldotif^e In nur pnoj le. GOB BLESS YOU ALL« 



im: Kv- riTihxcifY i:-a A5:^aaiATioH 



Tfi2 Ru7. II. 

Tfr** w. 



L. 

J. 



Kim, Jii 



. , riUSIDhliT 






Document 7: Inez Jessie Baskin Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Lesson 2: The Opinions of the Public 



1. Background information for teachers: 

George Corley Wallace was elected Governor of Alabama in the November elections of 
1962. Blaming an earlier, 1958 defeat for the same office on his failure to exploit the 
racial fears of white voters, Wallace based his successful 1962 campaign on pledges to 
resist the federal government's efforts to force integration upon Alabama. 

Scheduled to take office in January of 1963, Wallace became the focal point for both 
those who supported and opposed integration during a period of tremendous racial 
turmoil and violence. Justifying his segregationist stance on the need to preserve "states' 
rights" in the face of federal tyranny. Governor Wallace's pronouncements like 
"Segregation now! Segregation tomorrow! Segregation forever!" in his first inaugmal 
address < http://www.archives.state.al.us/govs_list/inaugmalspeech.html > and his 
actions like the symbolic "stand in the schoolhouse door" < http://www.archives.state. 
al.us/govs_list/schooldoor.html >to block integration at the University of Alabama in 
Tuscaloosa in June of 1963 tended to fuel the flames of racial discord and brought the 
critical eyes of the rest of the world down on Alabama. 

George Wallace would go on to run startlingly strong campaigns for president of the U.S. 
in 1964, 1968 and 1972, and was elected to the Alabama Governor's office again in 1970, 
1974 and 1982. The documents in this lesson are letters sent to Wallace right after his 
election in 1962 and in 1963 durring the time of the stand in the school house door and 
Birmingham demonstrations. They represent the divergent views of Alabamians on these 
important issues and the response of the Governor to his constituents. 



2. Learning objectives: 

Upon completion of this activity, students should be able to: 

1. Discuss the importance of America's constitutional right to free speech. 

2. Discuss the difficulty of dealing with public opinion as an elected official. 

3. Identify the importance of public discussion and the election process. 

4. Identify some of the key issues facing Governor Wallace in 1962-1963 
and the divergent opinions of Alabama citizens on these issues. 
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3. Suggested activity: 



1. Provide each student with copies of Documents 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. 

2. Allow the students to discuss the similarities and the differences found in 
the opinions voiced in the letters. Be sure that the students classify the 
letters as individuals, groups, businesses, organizations, etc. (Point out the 
handwritten comment on the top of the letter from the Tuskegee Institute 
Young Democrats Club: "Do Not Reply.") 

3. Ask each student to determine the point of view of the author of each 
letter. 

4. Ask students the following questions: 

a. How would you feel about re-electing an official who would not 
reply to a letter written to him/her by you? 

b. Is an election a reflection of public opinion? Why or why not? 

c. What can an elected official do to communicate his/her concern for 
his/her constituents? 

5. Students should choose one letter and write a response to it as if they were 
the governor of Alabama. 



DOCUMENTS: 

Document 1. "Pine Grove Methodist Church letter, 11/04/62," Alabama 
Governor George Wallace Adminstrative files, SGI 2653, folder 1. Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the 
web at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson2/docl.html 

Document 2. "Central Methodist Church letter, 11/16/62," Alabama Governor 
George Wallace Adminsitrative files, SG12653, folder 2. Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson2/doc2.html 

Document 3. "Lucian Lentz letter, 1 1/17/62," Alabama Governor George 
Wallace Adminsitrative files, SG12653, folder 1. Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson2/doc3.html 

Document 4."Tuskegee Institute Young Democrats Club letter, 10/— /63," 
Alabama Governor George Wallace Adminstrative files, SGI 2653, folder 4. 
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Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached 
and on the web at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson2/doc4.html 

Document 5. "Northrop Laboratories letter, 05/23/65," Alabama Governor 
George Wallace Administrative files, SGI 2653, folder 3. Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson2/doc5.html 



droVie - ^ketuzer ,^eftljciW0t (dliar^e 

JERRY A* TAHTONi Ministsu 



•TAP pojre 

Citmni, (fUnbamn 
November 4, 19&2 



Governor>£;ieot George C. k'allaoe 
Olayton, Alabema 

Dear Mr. bfallace: 

The eoagregatlon of tlie Pine Grove Mebhadlst Cbirrob voted 
unanimously today to write you this letter. 

We are aware of your grave responaibilitles and fomative 
Influence in the area of race relations in this state. We 
are praying for you daily aa you face wbat oeome to ue to 
be one of the most serious problems ever confronted by an 
Alabama Governor. 



We urge you to begin immediately a program of preparation 
whion will prevent lawlessness, discord, violence, end blood- 
shed. £very public statement you make is aettlng the tone 
for what ie to come. We do not believe that inflammatory and 
rebellious statements provide the type preparation we need. 

Our ohuroh ie vitally ooneerned about what happens in the next 
few months at the University of Alabama, where we have four 
students, and at Auburn University, where we have three students. 
We strongly urge you to dismiss any ideas concerning the closing 
of any aahool! We plead with you to use reasonable governance 
and the courts to resist integration. . .not force * While we do 
not approve Integrated schools, we abhor the idea of repeating 
the present Miaaissippl crisis in Alabama. 

We have faith that the school officials and students can end 
will handle peaceably the situation which ie to arise... if 
only a peaceful attitude is created by state leaders and pri- 
vate citizens .. .and if outside agitators are not allowed on 
tbe oampuses. 

We are firm in our conviction that a workable solution to this 
problem and your own political future depend upon a peaceful 
approach. We urge you to seek the interested support of the 
thousands of men and women who are preying and working for 
law. order, and good will among all the people of our state. 



Sl^erely . 



/Jerry 'A. Tanton, Pastor 



C. k. Grenade 
Church Lay Leader 



Document 1: "Pine Grove Methodist Church letter, 11/04/62," Alabama Governor 
George Wallace Adminsitrative files, SG12653, folder 1. Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Central C^ffwrrlf 




Nc?vernber 1C, 1QGJ2 



JACkOON AT CTH AVE.r 0. C. 

^ecatur, ^Aialumta 



HonorftlDle Geor^je Wallace 
liovernor-elect of Ain barns 
Bell Building 
Hontgouaery, AlobomQ 



Dear Nr* Wallace; 



Ths penpTe of Dscfitm’ and many of yonr friends s]l river the 
State ere eiicourageil hy the strong atateuients you have made of 
Ifjtc* Wc oro glad to know that you ore going to keep the KKK 
nut nf Ttw^rnTofisfi when the Megrn student is enrnlled. 



Most of us shore your objections to the Pederol Gcverrment*s 
stand on de-segregaticn. Wo also share your desire tn mrnid 
violeiiCB and anarchy. We believe that you, aa a Christian, 
os 0 Wethodlst, nnd oe on Americcin ci+lsen will grociously 
aceept the orders of The United States Courts. 



We Alohorao Demoorots see some things Ghout our great notionol 
party that ve do not like. However, ve are Americans first. 

We know that ours is the, party which is struiiges'L far freedom 
and Juctloe for ©11 - rogcrdless of roce, creed, or ecancstic 
station. 

I congratulate you on your determination to keep law and order 
In a situation that you and thousands of other Alabamians despise. 
X am not surprised at the courageous action on yuui' uarl* A man 
who hoe eerved ©g Superintendent of o Methodist Sundoy School 
can not but believe in the brotherhood of man under the Rather- 
hou3 uf Qud,- 



It Is far more important that we rernemher rmr vov/s nf Baptism 
and Church raembership than to seek, popularity In a time of deep 
distress* The stand you arc "taking now may cause soma of your 
more reectionary friends alerra. Thonk God yem have the courage 
to follow Jesus Christ, our Lord. 



Thankfully and Prayerfully, 




John Hut lend 



.JR jvhd 



Document 2: ’’Central Methodist Church letter, 11/16/62,” Alabama Governor 
George Wallace Adminsitrative flies, SGI 2653, folder 2. Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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14.5 Sunast Drive 
Ann! a 'o on f Ala* 
Novotnber 17, 1962 



Tlie Hon. Oaorge C. Wallace 
Boll Building 
' Montgomery , Alabama 

Dear Judge Wallace: 

On several occasions I have had the pleasure of discussing governmental 
issues vith you, I liked your hustling approach to obtaining new industry 
for our state. I appreciated your sympathetic understanding of the Aid to 
Dependent Children problem. And I admired yoxir fair-minded appraisal of the 
Right to Work lav. 

During your campaign, however, I was dlotrossod to note your extreme 
stand on the desegregation issue. I did not approve of your statementpo 
the effect that you would "stand on the schoolhouse steps and block the path 
of any Negro trying to register at a wtiito institution* I thsrefor® consult ©d 
our close mutual friend, Pred Merrill, who assured me that from conversations 
with you, he learned that this type of campglgn talk was merely a vote-getting 
gimmick, and that you would in actuality follow a sonsible, moderate course 
of action when the time came. 

More recently, I have been alc^n^ed to read of your reiteration of suoh 
incendiary sentiments. I am writing to implore you to break your campaign 
promise, which seems to me designed only to lead to rabble rousing and violence. 
I do not think that anyone should try to hold you to this utterance, In the 
light of the Miosisslppi tragedy. 

Surely even the Ku Klux Klan must now sec the futility of trying to fight 
the might of the entire federal government. Let us carry out the law of the 
land with courage and dignity, little as we may agree with it, Thousands will 
be looking to you for leadership whenever the integration threat is raised. 
Please, pleas© give them an example of quiet moderation. 

Since many nawspapei's which supported you have oallod upon you to moderate 
your segragatlon stand, I would like to suggest that you enlist their aid to 
avoid violence. Challenge them to play dom any stories of Negro registrations 
at state schools, relegating such information to small squibs on the interior 
pages of the papers, rather than screaming it out In banner headlines. 

Much as I admire your approach to meuiy, many issues in our state, and 
convinced as I am of your personal integrity, if you have any part in turning 
Alabama into another Mississippi when the same issues arise here, I shall 
oppose any further political steps you may every try to take. 



Sincerely yours. 




(Mrs. Lucian Lentz) 



Document 3: "Lucian Lentz letter, 11/17/62,” Alabama Governor George Wallace 
Adminsitrative files, SGI 2653, folder 1. Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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V. 




Tuakeitee Tnetitute Young 
Democrata Club 



Huiitlngton Halil Room 114 
TuBkegee InstttutOi Alabama 



The Honorable Ceorgc Wallace 

Governor Of Alabaina 

State Capitol 

Mont go me r y, Alabama 

Dear Governor! 

The preaent social climate in Birminghaixii Alabama haa fomented the 
chaoB out of which haa precipitated the criminal and hideous destrucCioii 
of the very lives of four American children (one decapitated) who were 
endeavoring to eaerclae an easential inalienable right guaranteed by 
Article 1 of the ConotituHon of the United States • the freedom to worshipt 
This climate is not peculiar to Blrmingbam - a city of uncontrolled law- 
lessness; It has permeated the State of Alabama^ evidencing itself through 
racial beatings and rioting. 

Democracy and the Democratic Partyi you youraelf a member^ proclaim 
as a preachment Individual worth and the protection of the minority; none- 
thelesSi the Democratic power politics in Alabanaa is incongruent with 
its preaclun^t. R has become quite palpable that Alabama is failing 
miserably to insure domestic tranquility 

Viewing the grave situation soberly# the Young Democrats Club of 
TusKegee Institute urges you as state executive to provoke more immediate 
legal action relative to the elimination of racial disorder and the establish- 
ment of peace in Alabamat 



CJJrejp 



Very truly yours, 

Young Democrats Club 



President 



Tiiakegee Institute 




JOMS 



Document 4: " Tuskegee Institute Young Democrats Club letter, 10/— /63," Alabama 
Governor George Wallace Adminsitrative flies, SGI 2653, folder 4. Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Offlcool Iho 



Governor George C. Wallace 
Governor's Mansion 
Montgomery# Alabama 



PERSONAl# 




Dear Governor Wallace; 



I 



It was a pleasure to have the opportunity to meet you personally 
last night while you were in Huntsville# It was also reassuring 
to hear your affirmation of your belief in the free enterprise 
system and your assurance of a cooperative welcome to new 
industries coming to Alabama. 

One of the tasks which, we in the Aerospace Industry must face 
in building sizable operations in Huntsville is to lure experienced 
people from their present location, and, as you are well aware, 
this means Luring them from California to Huntsville. One of 
the difficulties which 1 have encountered is that the image of 
Alabama to the uninformed non-resident is not good because of 
the racial problem which is currently receiving so much atten- 
tion outside of our State. As an fill ist ration, on the day follow- 
ing publication of your inaugural address in Los Angeles, two 
engineers with graduate degrees who had agreed to move to 
Huntsville changed their minds with the explanation that ‘*they 
didn't want to get into a racial rae&u such as occurred in 
Mississippi^'* 

In this morning's mail I received the enclosed clipping from 
the L*os Angeles Times which is further evidence of the extent 
to which Alabama's national image is being distorted. Yovi are 
certainly entitled to yoiir opinions, which you have often publicly 
stated, and 1 fully recognize your obligations as the Chief 
Executive of. the State. It has been said by a philosopher wiser 
than 1 that, "one cannot by reason change another from conclu- 
bioiLS which he has reached without reason", and I will not 
attempt to do so. May I suggest, however, as a representative 
of the Aerospace industry and a resident of Alabama, by choice, 
that this problem be handled within the laws of our Nation and 



Document 5: "Northrop Laboratories letter, 05/23/65, Alabama Governor George 
Wallace Adminsitrative files, SGI 2653, folder 3. Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Alabama", page 1* 
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with the dignity and wisdom which the citizens of Alabama 
have a right to expect from their Chief Executive • I offer 
for your review the following well known prayer: 



I write this letter to you personally and in confidcncci with the 
interests of the State of Alabama and its industrial growth in. 
mind. Recognizing your heavy and diverse responsibilities, 

1 trust that you will produce a climate which will distinguish 
Alabama as being as progresBive in the social field as it is 
now known to be in the technical and space fields. 

With kindest personal regards, 



Document 5: ^^Northrop Laboratories letter, 05/23/65, Alabama Governor George 
Wallace Adminsitrative files, SG12653, folder 3. Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Alabama*% page 2 



"'Lord, give me the courage to change the 
things which ought to be changed, the serenity 
to accept those things which cannot be changed, 
and the wisdom to distinguish one from the other. 



Sincerely, 



JAB:cp 

Enclosure 
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Lesson 3: Birmingham 1963 



1. Background information for teachers: 

By April of 1963, Birmingham, Alabama had become a national example of racial 
tension and strife. In the spring of 1962, city parks and public golf courses had been 
closed to prevent desegregation and the black community had attempted to protest racial 
activities by boycotting selected Birmingham merchants. In response, food that was 
appropriated for needy families had been cut by the city commissioners. City elections 
and demonstrations against segregation further separated the city racially for a year and 
produced a population that was both angry and afraid. On April 12, 1963, Martin Luther 
King, Jr. was sentenced to a nine-day jail term for his part in desegregation 
demonstrations. It was during this time that King wrote his essay, "Letter from the 
Birmingham Jail," < http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/popular_requests/frequentdocs/ 
birmingham.pdf> which described his concerns for the laws of America and his hope for 
justice for black Americans. 

The national media publicized the powerful water hoses and the German shepherd police 
dogs that were used by the firemen and the policemen of Birmingham against 
demonstrators in May of 1963 as directed by police commissioner Eugene ("Bull") 
Connor. Despite the peaceful efforts of both the black and white leaders of the city, terror 
and violence had gripped Birmingham, Alabama while the world watched. The 
documents in this lesson include telegrams sent to or by Gov. Wallace concerning the 
events in Birmingham. The notorized statements from the Intercitizens Committee, Inc. 
provide a contrast to the official state government version of events in Birmingham. The 
Committee was formed in 1963 by Reverend J. L. Ware to attract middle class blacks to 
this movement. 



2. Learning objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Analyze a written document for position of writer and content. 

2. Synthesize an historical position based upon document analysis. 

3. Understand the events of Birmingham in 1963 and the positions held by 
the individuals involved. 



3 . Suggested activities : 



1. Make copies of Documents 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 for each student. 

2. Ask the students to read each document. 

3. After reading the documents, ask each student to choose one document 
and use the general suggestions for analyzing a written document. Have 
the students answer the questions about the document they chose and 
report their findings to the class. 

4. Upon completion, give each student the following assignment: 

You are the press secretary for the Governor of Alabama. You must write 
a press release to be sent to each newspaper, radio station and television 
station in Alabama which will explain what has happened in Birmingham. 
Consider all of the documents that you have read. What will you advise 
the Governor to tell the state? 



DOCUMENTS: 

Document 1. "Telegram from L.H. Foster 05/13/63," Alabama Governor Wallace 
Administrative files, SG12655, folder 3, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson3/doc 1 .html 

Document 2. "Telegram from George Andrews 05/13/63," Alabama Governor 
Wallace Administrative files, SG12655, folder 3, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson3/doc2.html 

Document 3. "Telegram from NBC News 05/16/63," Alabama Governor Wallace 
Administrative files, SG12655, folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http ://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson3/doc3 .html 

Document 4. "Telegram from Wallace to The President 05/13/63," Alabama 
Governor Wallace Administrative files, SG12655, folder 3, Alabama Department 
of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson3/doc4.html 

Document 5. "Telegram from Mayor Boutwell 05/28/63," Alabama Governor 
Wallace Administrative files, SG12655, folder 5, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson3/doc5.html 




2^2 



Document 6. "Documents on Human Rights in Alabama," Alabama Governor 
Wallace Administrative files, SG12655, folder 6, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson3/doc6.html 
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1210P CST may 15 65 NSA2Y5 

NS TKAOIO PD TUSKEQEE INSTITUTE ALA 15 1146 a CST 
THE HONORABLE QEORQE C UALLACE 

GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA MONTGOMERY ALA 
CURRENT TRAGEDIES IN BIRMINGHAM FOLLOW INEVITABLY THE MANY 
YEARS DURING WHICH NEGROES LIVING AND VISITING IN THAT CITY 
HAVE EXPERIENCED THE VIOLENCE OF PERSONAL INDIGNITIES AND THE 
ARBITRARY AND REPEATED DENIAL OF ALMOST EVERY OPPORTUNITY- TO 
SHARE AS AMERICAN CITIZENS IN THE LIFE OF BIRMINGHAM. WE URGENTLY- 
NEED YOUR LEADERSHIP TO HELP BRING A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING AND 
TO MAKE SECURE THE RIGHTS OF NEGROES TO LIVE, WORK, AND PARTICIPATE 
RESPONSIBLY IN CIVIC AFFAIRS. ARY EFFECTIVE ATTEMPT TO SETTLE 
THE PRESENT DIFFICULTIES MUST DEAL FAIRLY WITH THE CENTRAL 
ISSUE OF HOMAN AND CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS FOR EVERY CITIZEN. 

AS THE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA YOU HAVE A MAGNIFICENT OPPORTUNITY 
TO LEAD ALABAMAINS TO A NEW AND FINER HOUR OF HUMAN UNDERSTANDING 



BASED ON THE CHRISTIAN ETHIC AND THE ASSOCIATED RESPECT WHICH 
EVERY HUMAN BEING DESERVES 

L H FOSTER PRESIDENT TUSKEQEE INSTITUTE. 

(52). 



Document 1: "Telegram from L.H. Foster, 05/13/63," Alabama Governor Wallace 
Administrative files, SGI 2655, folder 3, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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123$P OST MAY 15 N$A2?5 

RB0?5 WE224 » BXAOS^ SOVT PU BX WASHINGTON OC 1j 1J7P EOT 

THE HONORABLE QEORQE 0 WALLACE, GOVERNOR 
STATE OF ALABAMA MONTGOMERY ALA , 

REURTEL HAVE SENT THE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM TO PRESIDENT KENNEDY 
" PLEASE BEHOVE TROOPS AND LET Mg REPEAT MY TELEGRAM OF LAST 
WEEK BY ALL MEANS REMOVE MARTIN LUTHER KING FROM ALABAMA. IF 
HE IS REMOVED THERE WILL BE NO NEED FOR TRIIPS", 

GEORGE ANDREWS MEMBER OF CONGRESS 
(40). 



Document 2: "Telegram from George Andrews, 05/13/63," Alabama Governor 
Wallace Administrative files, SG12655, folder 3, Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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! 0EBO71 DE NA162 PD WUX NEW YORK; NY 16 TlH^A EOT 
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RE. YOUR TELEGRAM^ NBC NEWS COVERAQE OF BIRMINQHAM SITUATION . 
HAS BEEN ACCURATE ANO INBIASEO. SPONSORS OF OUR NEWS PROQRAMS 
DO NOT PARnCIPATE IN ANY WAY IN DETERMINATION OF CONTENT OF 
! SUCH PROQRAMS. THAT IS RESPONSIBILITY OF NBC NE^ AND WE SEEK 
to CARRY IT OUT CONSCIENTIOTUSLY 
WILLIAM R MC ANDREW EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT NBC NEWS 
(14)* 



Document 3: "Telegram from NBC News, 05/16/63," Alabama Governor Wallace 
Administrative files, SGI 2655, folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Governor Wallace Administrative files, SG12655, folder 3, Alabama Department of 
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Document 4: "Telegram from Wallace to The President, 05/13/63,” Alabama 
Governor Wallace Administrative files, SGI 2655, folder 3, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2. 
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NS BMA756 PD FAX BinMINGHAM ALA 28 7 OOP CST 
HON GE 0 AQ£ C WALLACE, GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA ’ 

GOVERNOR’S KANSrONBONTeoMERY ALA 

TOANK YOU FOB YOUR TELEGRAM IN REFERENCE TO OSG OF FORCES OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA IS 
CONJUNCTION WITH LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES FOR THE KAINTENANCE 
OF LAW AND ORDER IN BIRMINGHAM, WE THANK TOU AND THE PERSONNEL 
WDEB TOUR DIRECTION tlMlGH HAVE RENDERED A VALUABLE AND NECESSARY 
SERVICE TO THIS CITY AND IT’S PEOPLE, AFTER CAREFUL CONSOLtATION 
WITH CHIEF OF BIRMINGHAM POLICE, JAMIE MOORE, AND OTOER LOCAL 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS AND AFTER OUR OWN INTESIVE APRAlSAL 
OF THE SITUATION WHICH NOW PREVAILS, IT IS OUR CONSlOEREd BELIEF 
THAT WHILE PRESENT LAW ENFORCEMENT PROBLEMS ARE NORMAL, THE 
potential of VIOLENCE OR DISORDER REMAINS TO SUCH AN EXTENT 
THAT THE CONTINUED PRESENCE OF THE PERSONNS., FROM THE DEPARTMENT 

1 -• ■> ■ 

OF PUBLIC SAFETY OF THE StATE OF ALABAMA IS BOTH NECESSARY 
AND DESIRABLE* MAYOR BOUTWELL AND THE COUNCIL CQNCUR IN THIS 
MESSAGE. 

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BIRMINGHAM AND ALBERT BOUTWELL, 

MAYOR OF BIRMINGHAM. 



Document 5: "Telegram from Mayor Boutwell, 05/28/63," Alabama Governor 
Wallace Administrative files, SGI 2655, folder 5, Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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DOCUMENTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN 



ALABAMA 




THE INTER-CITIZENS COMMITTEE, INC, 

BOX 1443 

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAM 

REV. J. L, WARE REV. C, H. OLIVER 

PRESIDENT SECRETARY 



Document 6: "Documents on Human Rights in Alabama," Alabama Governor 
Wallace Administrative files, SG12655, folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1. 
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Picture on cover shows Walter Gadsden ( 1 ?) of 
3114 Sixth Alley So. In Birmingham, Alabama. 
He has given to the Inter-Citizens Conmilttee 
his own account of what happened. It is as 
follows : 



”0n Friday May 3, 1963| I was observing the 
demonstrators as they were coming out of Six- 
teenth Street Baptist Church In Birmingham* 

I vras standing near the corner of 16th Street 
and 6th Avenue North. As I was going across 
the street an officer grabbed me and hold me 
while he turned a dog on me, I was not one of 
the demonstrators. I was Jailed and charged 
with parading without a permit.*' 




Walter Gadsden 



Document 6: ‘‘Documents on Human Rights in Alabama," Alabama Governor 
Wallace Administrative files, SG12655, folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 33 ON HUMA.N RIGHTS IN AUBAM/l. ON THE USE OF POLICE 
DOC;S DURING THE I963 PALM SUNDAY DEMONSTRATIONS IN BIRMINGHAM* 

My name la Eddie I* Bradford* I live at 612 No^ 17th St* In 
Birmingham* On April 7, 1963 at around 4:00 in the afternoon* I was 
standing on the corner of 17th 3t* and 6th Ave* No# I was watching 
to 300 whot wac hopponing* Some oars had been stopped and I wanted 
to see why. I was not in the street, hut there was a Ikrge crowd of 
people on the corner near where I was standing* Then policemen came 
and ordered everyone to move on* Two officers were sitting in a 
police car nearhy w1.th dogs In it. The people stayed around and I 
did too* Then the policemen called for the dogs# 

They sicked the dog on me* The dog made a lunge toward my face 
but I blocked him with iqy left arm* At the same time I swung at the 
dog's neck with a small pen knife I had* I don't know whether I cut 
him or not, but I hope I did. Then I drew back to strike him again 
and the dog grabbed my thigh and bit me* When I drew back the second 
time, the policeman pulled the dog back and sicked him on someone 
else. The crowd scattered and I vent away and got my dog bite treated* 
I was not arrested# 



My name Is Raymond Coleman. I live at 712 No* l6th St* In 
Birmingham* I am 70 years of age* 

On the afternoon of April 7, 1963, I went to town to eat. While 
on my way back home I came to the corner of 17th St* and 6th Ave# No* 

There was a large crowd of people there* Since I was on my way home, 

I vrould have to cross the street to go home* I heard the policemen 
tell the people to move back, but there was such a crowd that I 
could not move# They sicked the dog on me* The dog tore a piece 
out of my coat. Then the dog grabbed mo under my arm from behind* 

The dog held on to me and it was painful# I kept pulling forward 
trying to get loose from the dog, but he kept holding me for what 

seemed to me to be a long time# After a while the policeman got him 

off* They did not arrest me# 

I went to University Hospital for treatment* There wore police- 
men there* One of tliem said some other dog bit me and I was saying 
it was the police's dog* I had to pay $5#00 for a lockjaw shot# 



STATE OF AUBAMA ) 

) 

COUNTY OF JEFFERSON ) 

Personally appeared before me the hereon named Eddie L* Bradford 
and Raymond Coleman, who depose and say that the foregoing statements 
are true and correct to the best of their knowledge* 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this / / ^ d av of April 1963* 



Document 6: "Documents on Human Rights in Alabama," Alabama Governor 
Wallace Administrative files, SG12655, folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 3. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 3 ^ ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN AUBAMA. ON THE USE OP POLICE 
DOOS DURING THE 1963 PALM SUNDAY DEMONSTRATIONS IN BIRMINGHAM. 

RELATED BY LEROY ALLEN, (19) OF BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA. 

My* naiso io Leroy Allen. I live at 1002 30th St. No. in Birming- 
ham. I have never been In Jail before. 

On Sunday. April 19^3 around 500 I went to observe 

the demonstrations that were going on In Birmingham. I was with some 
friends who asked me to go with them to observe the demonstrations. 

At first I said I would not go because I might get in jail, but I 
decided to go. I was going to the Greyhound Bus Station an3nrfay to 
take a bus to my Job In Brewton, Alabama, and I was headed toward the 
bus station. 

There was a crowd of people on the corner of 6th Ave. and I6tb 
Street North. When I got about midway in the block, a policeman 
told everybody to get back. I got back, but I don’t guess I was 
getting back fast enough. I heard Connor tell the policeman to sick 
the dog on mo. I did not have a knife or a pipe or any weapon - 
nothing but my bare hands. The dog bit me behind first, then he bit 
me on the leg. Tlie dog tried to get to my neck, but I clocked him 
with my arm, and ho bit mo on the arm. Thep I grabbed the dog and 
threw him over my shoulder and began choking him and the dog started 
hollering. Then about four policemen took me off the’ dog, threw me 
on the ground and got on top of mo. I struggled up, and about five 
more came, Includi^ police chief Jamie Moore, and they pinned me 
down to the ground, and while they held me on the ground another dog 
bit me on the arm. They handoiiffod me and threw me in the paddy 
wagon. All the clothes I had on were badly torn. I was taken to 
the city Jail. 

At the Jail the sergeant said they should take me to the hospi- 
tal. Tliey said I did not need to go to the hospital, but the sergeant 
insisted and they took mo to Hillman Hospital where 1 received treat- 
ment. Then I was taken back to Jail. I was charged with failure to 
obey an officer. 

The following Wednesday while still In Jail, I took sick and they 
took me to the hospital where I was examined. I was there about three 
hours. While there, as many as about 25 polio omen eamo to look at me. 
Several of them said they wanted to see the man the dog bit so they 
could know me when they see me walking on the street or anywliere. 

They were trying to scare me but I was not afraid. I was takon back 
to Jail and stayed until Saturday, April 12 vdien they released me. 

As soon as I returned to work, I was fired from my Job. I have not 
yet been able to find another job. 



STATE OF ALABAMA 

COUNTY OF JEFFERSON 

Personally appeared before me the hereon named Leroy Allen, who 
deposes and says tliat tlie foregoing statement Is true and correct to 
the best of his knowledge. 



Document 6: "Documents on Human Rights in Alabama," Alabama Governor 
Wallace Administrative files, SG12655, folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 4. 




Sworn and subscribed to before me 



this d ay of April 1963. 



My commission expires 

3/7/66 
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Leroy Alien being subdued by Birmingham 'polioemen 
on Palm Sunday, 1963. 
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Ticket to Brewton, Alabama pui'chased by Leroy Allen on Api^ll 1963* 

Document 6: "Documents on Human Rights in Alabama," Alabama Governor 
Wallace Administrative files, SG12655, folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 5. 
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DOCUMENT NO. 37 ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN AlABAMA. RELATED BY TOMMIE HILL 
OF BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA. 

name Is Tommie Hill. I live at 1712 No. 2'$th Avenue In Birm- 
ingham. 

On Easter Sunday (April 1^, 1963) in the late afternoon, I was 
standing near Thlrgood C. M. E. Church watching what was going on. 
After the police had arrested some ministers and other persons) 

About three policemen grabbed me and one of them tried to hit me 
on the head with his stick, but I blocked the blow and tried to 
get across the street. As I was going across the street an officer 
standing in the street struck me hard on the shoulder with his 
stick. The blow was so hard that In about fifteen minutes I could 
barely lift my arm. I was not doing anything but watching) and I 
did not have any weapons on me. I saw some shattered glass, but 
I don’t know how it happened. When the officer struck me on the 
arm, another one tripped me and I fell, scarring my knees and 
elbow. 

They handcuffed me and took me to jail. I stayed in Jail 
five days. When I was taken to Jail they said I was charged with 
attempted murder, assault and battery, resisting arrest, inciting 
to riot, and parading without a permit, but I was not guilty of 
either. I imderstood later that the attempted murder charge was 
dropped. At the Jail I was given a pill for my arm, but it did not 
do any good. After I got out I went to a doctor to have it treated. 



Tommie Hill 



STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF JEFFERSON 

Personally appeared before me the hereon named Tommie Hill, 
who deposes and says that the foregoing statement is true and 
correct to the best of his knov/ledge. 

Sworn to and subscribed to before me 
this <5ay of J^, 1963. 




commission expires ^ MoTaJiY POB!liI(U 

3/7/66. 



Document 6: "Documents on Human Rights in Alabama," Alabama Governor 
Wallace Administrative files, SGI 2655, folder 6, Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 6. 



ESTCOPVAVAIUBLS 



38 



Lesson 4: Marching for Justice - Selma to Montgomery 



1. Background information for teachers: 

Despite a succession of federal court rulings designed to open the polls to African 
Americans in the 1960s, black Alabamians in huge numbers were not registered to vote 
due to the power of local voter registrars to erect obstacles. The problem was particularly 
acute in the Black Belt of the state, where whites feared losing political control when the 
black majority population gained the franchise. Selma, in the heart of the Black Belt, 
became a focus for black registration drives in the early 1960s and, in 1965, was chosen 
by African American Civil Rights leaders as the site from which to launch a march on 
Montgomery, the state capital, to dramatize the plight of the disfranchised. 

The march of a few hundred protesters began on March 7, 1965. Governor George 
Wallace ordered local and state law enforcement personnel to block the march at the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge spanning the Alabama River on the way out of Selma. The 
resulting spectacle of uniformed law officers attacking peaceful demonstrators was 
witnessed by a horrified American public as "Bloody Sunday" on the nightly news. The 
"Selma to Montgomery March" was begun anew on March 21, with the marchers' ranks 
swelled by supporters from across the nation, including Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who 
had been involved in the Selma protests since January but had not been there on "Bloody 
Sunday." Some 3,200 marchers left Selma on March 21st and as many as 25,000 took 
part in the final stretch up Montgomery's Dexter Avenue to the state Capitol four days 
later. 

Emotions aroused over the events in Selma galvanized the U.S. Congress to pass, and 
President Lyndon B. Johnson to sign, the Voting Rights Act of 1965 to supply federal 
overseers in the local voter registration process. 



2. Learning objectives: 

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to: 

1. Identify primary and secondary sources. 

2. Discuss the differences and similarities in time perspective concerning a 
historical event. 
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2. Suggested activity: 



1. Make copies of Documents 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 for each student. 

2. Discuss the differences between primary and secondary sources. 

3. Have the students read Documents 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

4. Ask the students the following questions: 

a. What was the purpose of the march from Selma to Montgomery? 

b. Why was the federal judge involved in the march? 

c. What was the purpose of the resolution from the Alabama State 
Senate? 

d. Why was the National Guard put on alert? 

5. Ask the students to read Document 5. 

6. On a sheet of paper, ask the students to compare and contrast the original 
newspaper accounts of the march with the description of the march after 
ten years. 

7. Have the students discuss current activities held to commemorate the 
Selma to Montgomery March. 



DOCUMENTS: 

Document 1. "Birmingham News article 03/24/65," Alabama Department of 
Archives and History Public Information Subject Files - General Files, Civil 
Rights - Selma to Montgomery March, SG6948, folder 406, Alabama Department 
of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson4/docl.html 

Document 2. "Alabama Journal article 03/23/65," Alabama Department of 
Archives and History Public Information Subject Files - General Files, Civil 
Rights - Selma to Montgomery March, SG6948, folder 406, Alabama Department 
of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson4/doc2.html 

Document 3. "Alabama Senate Joint Resolution No. 28, 03/19/65," Alabama 
Department of Archives and History Public Information Subject Files - General 
Files, Civil Rights - Selma to Montgomery March, SG6948, folder 406, Alabama 
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Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the 
web at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson4/doc3.html 

Document 4. "Birmingham News article 03/22/65, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History Public Information Subject Files - General Files, Civil 
Rights - Selma to Montgomery March, SG6948, folder 406, Alabama Department 
of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson4/doc4.html 

Document 5. "Mobile Press article 03/02/75," Alabama Department of Archives 
and History Public Information Subject Files - General Files, Civil Rights - Selma 
to Montgomery March, SG6948, folder 406, Alabama Department of Archives 
and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson4/doc5.html 

Additional photographs of the Selma to Montgomery March can be found in the 
Alabama Sovereignty Commission, Administrative files. They are on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/cvl/cvl_ritl.html 
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CrVIL RIGHTS PROTEST MARCH MOVES THROUGH STATE'S BLAcMfr™ 
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\w>stertt part of Monlsomery tej However, rniteBa 8tale offlctett 
the State CapitpV” {chan^ thoEv denw 

However, llte federal Judged ■ torn wlU be from the 

Apmlmi makes do mofitlOB Of CflpjtOlVflPDun^ 
the flnnl phaae of (he plan, 'i 
tthkh cuiU2l for a ma9S meet 
teir In front ol (he capltel ^'us 
welt do the canltol steps." 

opinion ali^ (Sails to moil* 
lion o secilon of (fee pto 
specifies, that “'not more than 
jft’horRdna will cnief tSic CapllOI 
Building and prOcodd^ the 0ov. 
eniui V uWICC.^^ . 

JOHNSON cpncluiled by duny- 
Ing an relief toui 2 ht“ by, W 
plalnilffc citeopt when ho hnd 

specifiwilly rcfci^d to in bio 
Opinion. 

;Thn Jttdge also painted out 
lhai hte opinion **is not intended 
Ito declare or adjtidicote Ihd 
rmhtfl of ciilaena to assembler 
jpGdtiftn nr protest within tha 
jClty of Selma, Iho CUy of Mont- 
lycjiicty-or^ any-olhei' 

ares." 

i Ihe exerrtee of sueh M(s« 

Lhc ROW; mu^ bo (tetoimlnGd 



in advance, find can he ox 



MAR 2 ‘i 1965 



^'ham 






MAR = 



Source: Birmingham News article 03/24/65," Alabama Department of Archives and 
History Public Information Subject Files - General Files, Civil Rights - Selma to 
Montgomery March, SG6948, folder 406, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Wet Marchers Pass Halfway Point 



rarCKEnyf/Al5^» CAP) ^llir^ien's brpkcf camp in a p.':sCurc|mosc to tlh^c balfivcy po‘Jr4 Wte 
lliundfed l!o^?“WWy mafcherajal 8 a.m. (€STX Ithay bedded dod’c asdlur 

by rofn, trami^d pnsiv ^y,nUi tcfilQ in a poi»tiiro near tbo ^ig 

.the bal/*^v«y poinft of ibdr 5 ^|Hqv, Jamoo Bevels one oi' »^waimp of Wivnics a 

jmillo rlght4o-vote |yll«rUMose on n ^peeiTsaj^ d/urge n^^ur feroil<? land dotted hfifos Ol 

day Qft^ Dr. Mmbi Luther Selma, BrveJ gi^ed w noo ’white-faced Hcrcfefd asd Blaelk 
Kin^ Jr. !eft the wAreh'. ibond. He saSd he wbh travellh:^ Aogu^ oattlo, 
trf ^ A ^ |63 to 76 mito per hour in 

Rid# CcmpArnrily #ov0 op 6o4^.p,]tt. xoneo 1 Tbe pan4u:^o ib^ owModby Roco 

cpmtnnnd ^ol ehe kb*^0 day old/ Klnnrn n\noti ijhd 



higtovay march tp catdv a p)u«ek^aa^^”f ta hr ® &steea8 ia tie itoro 

la gqj^eland OWo, a pro-lK/L ms mS enda la ihv 

§^ain,lit bis honor. Ha pLatmad vnnltif f tiiov eomploto4 

I K fe',. mI ^'S -fil _ a_ 



to return ’iVedne^d^y or 'thong 

By itoOh todny Uie jinprehers 
had traveled nearly ^ miles. 



mittoo* Albert Turetor, Q Negrs), tflr’ijDu . " ^ 

'iho 



. path cheud tor today 

iLtshg tho two-tone hlnWniy iu- 



M ahon^ 20 :rnik >5 yj- \ew aideajj 

ta MonlgOmoi^-whOrBlbouaftada,^^^ „ ' * ■■ * " “ ' ' 



leader from MQtloii!j Attorney 
Cbartos Rangio of Now Vorb; 

George l?owIer ot the New VorU, ... „ ,, . , 

HI j i-.t . . riCottimissron on Human Hichts- *w c mite and af 

*-?h iwort^ ■ - ‘ Norman Houston, Ehe, Bug Swamp. 

V ' , . rf/i h ' I A^W NMCP officer. jMgna tbia portioa tteM ,a^o 

,;Sev'eral hundred . IbaWe-reatfy I fhe mimber will lacreoso for five hrid|Tftfi. On the last brUTno 
NationflT Guardsmen, called up tho final les of ttio 80-mil^ trefe'o htfnd outrvo goea into a etOep 
hj? prealtfenGaf order, and army j into Montgomery, when the hill and then uooiher blind 
r^igulara potrolod tbo highway. |higliwoy becomes four lanes curve, 

; ^the puce, slowed; coday. The again, flrordCr of the judge,! The shoulder is no^mom than 
plan was to cover li mllea, the marehere must roach Uia lour to sis foot wide, 
compared to (lie 17 miles trav-'Capttol b u 1 1 d 1 a g by 4 u.in. Although Uwudea C5ouittfy was 
oiod Ttotorday. IThurtday. ' 1 described by one NejjrP ttiljlife. 

^-UghimM leH twihemBreJHj The 30Q njarcherB -wera alJ <Se« lUIN, Pago 3) i 



MAR 2 3 1985 



^ 'Journal 
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RAIN 



M than hdl," ffij 

oniy tromble citccHijt^d by tfenl 



FitOM PAGE 1 



morohers 50 fpr Jiag twen 
[baistera. ITiey waltM 17 mUas 
jnoBday and plan to cover 20^ 
tway, ' 

ttT3iJo dhcy aiardiQdl, tjiero 
were these other devfttaiimejjts 
on £he radal.^eojio: 

f if President JOhnsOn^Q vob- 

.h!ll ifc=« eft 

ing ng^ grievDhees — Ig ngt 

pa«ea by Api! 13,580310*6 ■BfJtt 
forfelj thefr Eaaier rpcess. 
sJoanson . conllbiKjs to feUAw 

progress Of tfee mufjch. • 

i .to ClevalHiiaj Ohio, naacp 
JO naera louueh a pyespeeUve 
p^ioft-wlde. pive MoJost 
piteged diseriminauaij on fedor* 
al biaiding projects, wowlDtf to 
flniit eoivn coBEtoieMon of Clevo^ 
iand’s ^?-jntmou federal offiefi 
pwlaJng If Bseessety. 

' At IndepcMfluOe, aio., fonner 
poqldeiA uorty 3; Tnjmab 
termed ‘'sUJy*' the SelMa-Mont. 
gomery march. ‘‘They enott 
a darhed « hM 
attract f 

leader of ihp march to! 
Montgomery, pr, jMarUa Uthcr ' 
King Jr., was Joined Monday by 
his wife. ’ 

Ai flflft stop. King mid 
^at . hh fctcft ifcvo boflierJng 
WM. He i^ui on an extra nair bi 

; .._u 



n^My Cent ifan*t f6el cd ^d 
bHher,’^ KttMs md. 

I An Army J.eep mored along 
fehead of fthc mai’chein on the 
filfihWisyo It a large yel^ 
3ov/ tiignt Marehers 

I yedes'allaid Guordamen and 
Aw troops ^c^bint^med tJiQ 
)ra archers. At nl^^htfpll they 
jrln|[c4 tho eaiinp again. , 

King, and the other raarchqr-s,, 
Also saw btUbodrds shoWibslilm 
at a fdrmer inierraciAlaelinolin, 
fTcsiiiRseciac^. The caption teadOri 
.“Martin Lnfthcr ICHng at Com-*' 
inwnjfift fcroinilng school/^ ' ^ 

I iO0g called' tiie bMlbaards an* 
stnesr the elva 
rlghia movenaent He. 02iy ho 
he^loveo the blUbparda r^er to 
the HjgMandor Folfe .School, at 
Mfmtengle. waa^ el6bt4 

Bevoral ycaro a^. 

Ned TOuctaLune* aderetory of 
the atizens QouncU of Louid** 
ana* inc., aaid hi« gmUh plans 
to pui up 807 ^ the billboards 
ihr^^ouf the united Sftato. 
pilier segre^tlonlst; foeltifiiQ, 

wp^ cgcprftn5iftd oh ybliow 
Ic^ty showered on the -marohe^i^ 
^y 9 akpluiie. the Icufleia 
called on wblta cttJgerB' to Join i 
^‘Opdratibn Bah,** : dc^Hbod . . as j 
“aOlooUvO hiring, ^fing, biiyhtg, | 
selling.** ;, > ■ ^ ,,: ‘ ; 

Tbc.r mk: "^Uoe%y 

pJo>tid agitator' 
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of !3Uatiama 




ilict ^ 0 . 47 S>pecfal ^eaafott 1905 
Senate SToint l&eftolutum i2o. 26 

By Mooimi. James E. Hortoiu Jr.« Bob CUcbrlfft, H&rlaa G. AUon, Rooeoo O. 

BobortOr Jr.* Claytoa Carter* Qeorqo Kawldns* A* C« Shelton* BUI Klchola* 

Julian lx)we* Erneot C. Hornsby, Wm. C. McCain. Robert T* Wtlsoo. Law 
ronco Diunoii. B. O. Hobieon. Jr.. J. T. McZ>ow« Itoland Cooper* K* B. Taylor* 

K. P* James* Albert H. Eyaxis* Jr*. E* O. Eddlns. L. W. Brannan. Jr. L. D. 

Boatloy* Jr. NoU Metcali. Jamoo B. Clark. W. Roy Lolloy* £d Roynoldfw 
Joseph W. Smith* Vau^ian HUl Robison* Konnotb Hammond* Walter C* 

Glvhan. W. F. Oden. Charles A. Montgomery. John M. Tyoon. Charles 
MathewB. Charles H. Adama and James B. Allen* LLouUmant Covomor. 

WHEREAS, nflPT a ppriod of ton tveeks of continued agitation and demon- 
straiionsp led hy and directed, by ontnide.rSy a march by these agitators and dem- 
onstrators from Selma to Montgomery has been sanctioned by order of the 
Federal Court; 

WHERE AS f, this march and the incidental acdvitics of the agitators and 
demoHsimLors will place unusual and extreme dematids on <dl law enforcement 
agencies of our Stale; 

WHEREASf one of the purposes of demonslraiiotis^ agiialion and of this 
very merreh is to foment local disorder and strife among our citizens; 

WHEREAS^ the tension created could result In violence and bloodshed; 

WHEREAS^ by the maintenance of laiv and order in Alabama tee can best 
shotc to the world that Alabamians are a Imv abiding and peace loving people^ 
amply able to solve every iiomestic probtem by reasonable discussion and by 
the regular processes of government oiid in the courts; 

WHEREAS^ our Governor has caReA upon every citizen to stay at homCf 
away from the route of march and places tekere the demonsimiors will go; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE, THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES CONCURRING, that we hereby foin the Governor of 
Alabama in coUlfij^ upon every loyal citlsen of the State, of every race, color, 
creed or persuasion, to stay ui home or at hh reguiur place of btuiness^^as far 
removed from the line of march attd demonBirtUiona as la possible— until the 
risk of regretiahle inddenla which might occur in an tUmosphere charged with 
tension has ceased. Let every one of our citizens act tviih tins ulntosi restraint. 



Approv«d March 19> 1965 
Ttmo 2i3B P. M. 



} 









President and Presiding Oilleer ol the flonate 






Qeeernor oi Alabama 



Spoahot ol the Kouoo of ReproMnUttvee 



Document 3: "Alabama Senate Joint Resolution No. 28, 03/19/65," Alabama 
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SINGING MISSING 



First day marked 
with odd quietness 

tiV JACK flOPPKR . fiMPrI td Bivo hf>r nami> VRftt (hmiifih 5!<>tinA, \ra« 

Nom stall writer puahis^ a carriage in the [Glowed to a standcUl! ccverol 

EN ROUTE TO MONTOOM^ middle of tlio Broup, TUe baby;lluteii because of ite%vsnien dml 
ERY, March hate lo coiildnT have been mppo than law cMorccnacnt creeping in 

QO and I do lOD^ but we’ve got^siv months nlH. Qiitonmhiles. 

to i Mr, owl Mrs, Frank Brink ; 



Thl3 statement by Amelia 
BoymoDr a 5«lm« Ncyru hailui* 
snd amoRR those who irr^hcd 

fnr milhnriKfltlnn nf tho march 
in federal court, Boomed tu 
up the general nUliude 0/ the 
3,288 Civil rlrJtw doraoiwtruuita 
as ihq S«*mUe trek to Moh’oom* 
ory got under way. 

it wen a subdued monne? that 
marlscd tlie first day of 11^ 0 his- 
toric march. Most 01 the n^atch- 
pm worn net sinclnu In 
their customary manner. - ^ lot 
of stra|;glcr& fell out of the pro- 



of AncItoraRe^ Alaska, were 
parked on me side of the road 
during the first day of tho 
march and “will probably join 
On Iho last day.‘* 

Brink, who Is a profOEsor at 
Alaska Ifcthodlst University, 
sutd ho was hero to participate 
'in one of the greatest moments ^ 



THREE CABS, painted with 
signs 8tmh as *T hate nigsers/' 
*'Co Hnmn^ KiRR,” •^AfnrWfan, 
MlfJ*,. Katco Negroeg,’’ and 
“Veterans of 0\foid,’‘ cuueeU 
some commotion. Newsmen 
want across the highway to talk 
to tho scRragalinniEta, again 
blocking traffic. Military police 
finally broke up the crowd, and 



of democracy. U is sad that. „ 

this pdint was reached before' told neu’smen (0 setback across 
baqio domacratic rights could tlw highway. 

' he achieved. It te also sad that! The murcherB were dreroed In 
the Impetus had to come fromfu wide variety of colors, but the 
.ir.. fcdcral government Instead dart ones prevailed, 
cession Shortly after ijielUnir Un*^ Alabama.” | BuslhcVs suite and levfai, urnart 

^ good-looWng blonde from looking drowco ond faded 
They came f«w c ry _ Mcnloe Parte. Calif,, said, when; slacks, The spike heels of some 
tasked why she was mhrchlns. raairhcrs caused them to be 
*T want to cheek the sUiiatlonj among the first to drop out 
I over.” She said she came wUh’Othcro wore o!d shoes' that were 
* three cuUcite friends, ^'not fur marching, 



tSon <d the cotmtry to partici- 
pate. Many came beemew of 
their dedtcaitoo to funhcnng 
intagrotlon. But nifluiy camc 
out of curio«tt>*- When fiUcS- 
tlODcd, some couldn’t tclt (,'ou 
- WhVth«v.,t^JcN-re.w [a 
An 82-i'fenr-otil iNefrro 
eager liv, the prandfathpr of 
fatally Injured Jimmy Jackcon 
Tjce. wlio died of injuries suf- 
fered in a brief act of viotcncu 
in Marion Feb. IS. ted the 
marchers nt ihc start Of IhpJrip. 
lie marched besido Martin LuUv 
er Ring. 



Ono young white marcher, 
poaribly t7 yoara old, wao heard 
tdiinQ hor^buy friend, ''t.cl's 
set on the other side ot uic 
street, the televiRlOn ramerns 
arc on.” WUh that, they made 
H dash ill fitnd of MaiUn tu* 
ther Kinc and iho other lenders. 

Spoetotors lined the dtreem 



Topeoats. jackets and heavy 
sweaters werp heing riwtl as the 
tompcnituch? »k\;tin ii^In^, 
Mony of the nimxiici^ c;«r(ed 
bedrolls and canned food siutts 
even thmmh food was tn he 
served at tho camp grounds. 

Continually, throughout the 
march were Army heltcoptcre 



MNU.S PAULIKG JR., a pay- 
chiatri&L In Honolulu and epn of 
Nobel Physic Prise Winner Linus 
Pmiling, led six HawaUull^ here 
to paiticlpato In the trek. The” 
brought a sign read Ingf "Jliiwal 
knowo Jntegrotion workB.*’ outdoted weapons tn Viot Nani.’* 
Wliy did lie fly oil the woyt The firtt day’s march wus 
Irom Hawaii to walk BO completely disoreanizod. The 
”tVe feel we have BOmcthlng to dcmonstrotoni agreed befnro th© 
doraonstrato to floidhcmRrs march to occupy only one lone 
about the racca RotUns olunfl to- yj fuur-lane lUuhway, This 
geiher. Many mces live together malcrtailred. They are 
In Hawaii.” > taking ftrt© notnidct© olrin nf the 

A not tier of the group IlXltl H0« highway, Tho second wns to 



during the first day, 8oma 

ItisUlts ttt the marelwrB. most of,®y® tho march, 
them talking to ihcmsclvcs. f Micoptcrs were oc- 

cupied by television cameras. 

OKK WOMAN fpcetttior. Mrt. /Hicre was Utile tension in the 
;Jimmy WoUoco of Selma, -said,' W^ntrast to the two 
”f mink It 18 terrible we ore the 

using this money for Ibe march «h ui»e imtfcli. 
when our boyc are Opting with 



Priest decries 
degree mven 
toKlIeiider 



OKLAHOMA Ciry (AP) - 
An hnnnrary dACinr of We do- 

.„v w RTo© awarded Sort. Allon J. EK 

w'oll, Olenn Isuteu, Ifl prosidenl liave been JcaerVcU for the news lender, D-Lq., by Oklaituma 
uf the student body at the. Uni- university lofil v^'cek rtreW 

vcrsliy of Hawaii, His cla*j»« Kcdoral troops are statlonnd added fire Sunday nn the su»iw 
mates paid his cxpCMCS W QjjQyt every 100 yards along of the stnto Capitol, 
to Alabama to marrh in the civil not InterfQiTlng In nny 1 More than 100 sluiknta and 

movemtmt. tnaich. {clergymen, bmh Negro' and 

After crossina Edmund Pet- white, assembled at Iho Caplfol 
Martin lather King and some Bridgo, tho march orgao- to domonetrolo support for tho 
other leaacre. lecrs b^n asktng the crowNl .civil- rights march from Selma, 

Jim Uoatte of to speed op thetr pace. They Ab., to Montgomery, 

^ J^laried three beuw late and They heard tho Iteberi 

on cruirncs. Ho I wt a leg rank© 7,3 miles before 1 Me Pole of CorpuR Chrictl Ro- 



shortly nllw birth but say ”wmv 
God's grace 1 wifi m^ko the 
woIUa” 

Ho said he won uiic of 23 

■•ouislfcrs" hy „„„ U..U, „„ „,u 

t® mak« tlie o"*'" ! htohway, sereiol dcmu.wtrstuia 

comp hero to murch begun asking for water and lood. 

rest Rtnpa wero mart© dur. 
Mich,, he emptorir^ Herei|j^ miieo of the 

the Nefirn ran'l vntfl. and 



rcochlng their comp. 

The niarcherg uctuuily rsn 
for Q short distance, only then 
to slow to a cropping pneo. 
After only one hnur on IhO 



home they hove boon denied 

_euiui.LuuaIna ^aud ^xducntRriisd. 



Traffic on Hig iiway CT. hcad- i rigms MU, 



mon Catholic chiiroh take the 
unlveiulty tu task fbr honoring 
In a formal woy d man renre- 

cnntlng the racism Gating envoy, 
nt the hcort of America.*’ 

Public award of Uie dcgrcB 

was canceled when students 

robolled heeaiBw nf K!Kpwfor*ft 
ovmvod intention to fight Petal 
dent Johnson’a proposed vutltig* 
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cp^JOttunitlcs/" 

tToe Ytning, a bUrwI man from 
Atlanta, said this march is the 
greatest; thing of the cenlin^. 
Ho said he wna raided with No> 
^lO UilUli‘en »|id Umt he Could 
not undfersiand why Souiheimers 
wnm rienytri^ them rSghta. 

ROBERj GLADNICK 0/ hfl^ 
ami, is iihaRager of jwo 
locals of the Memational ‘ 
dies' Garment Union. When 
asked why he was wearing a 
Canadian set^eant's nriifnjm, 
he said. “This is, the Samei i iat- 
tie on yi(sjt\d War JX.“ V 
^ jjffric >V(jgro 
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Sunday^ 



woaaiE u MEDDons 
Ala, (UPU-A 
vanguani of about B25 hlaoitft 
w«onvorgod on the Edmund 
[ Pettu5 Bridge tO years ago to 
begin a march u> aiontflomery 
to protejat the denial of voting 

filets to Negroes In Sotmu. 

• Awaiting tnem on the span 
Which crosses the Alabama 



River were around 800 Mate 
troopers and ?rherMf‘s 
deouuei under orders trom 
Cnv Hroriie C. U’allaco to 
block (heir march (o the state 
capltoteo mites dwuy. A tew 
mmutes later, (hu iroupcrg 
and deputies, some <n themoo 

horsenark. attacked the 
approaching pro6os^ri with 
teargas, whlpiy and night-' 
isilckSf 

^ It happened on March Y, 
1968, Todays black and white 
f>co^ in Solmo Btill call U 
•‘bloody ^hdoj^.*' 

* the marchers threw bricks 
and bottles hot thc>v were no 
motcH for the law enforce- 
ment Offleers. S^iveftteen 
blaCKa went to hospitals and ; 
67 Other ‘ marchers rei.*clvoJ 
emergancy first old 
trefatmont, 

Wallace defunddd the attack 
as aii act in (ho intercet pf 
V public ^fety. two days after 
the clash, President Johnson 
ij^iPd a fiiatement denounc- 
ing the ‘•brutality” on the 
bndgo. 

Many blacks and whUes In 
. Selma dlalm Ihq Inctdeortwi 
. the Edmund Pettus Bndge 
! hastened the pak^tago of the 
{ voting rights act by Congress 
In August 01 that year. 

“if they had only let that 
( group march to Mnntgomfiry 
\ , 01 ^ 1 ^ would noT have boon a 
voting righto bill nignod Into 
p law^ oot When li"Wa» “ twid 
: Fi^erick D, Rcesd. a march 

'Joodpi^; , ‘ 

The paosogO of the >cl 
cleared many barHcrS to 
black voter registry Wb 
the. number of blacks on 
v^ing roils in the Sntiih more 
than doubled, inorooslng ih tl 
southern states from L4 
miliiou In iU70 to millioain 
mu ^ j 



In Solmu and unrounding 
Dallas Cmiiiiy the numbrr 
jumped ironi duO tn to 12,^ 
UUU in 1978. 

The ioertaded voting 
strength helped elect blackJi to 
public officer that had been 
hold evrliiiiivoly by whites 
oinco roconctnietion. Blacku 
iKrw occupy three oouthero 

S lonal seals. dcKcnv uC 
; in southern stale 
res and city halls and 
O^’veral shorlffu’ oflkeu. 

ten years ago, WdCks could 
not win election to public of- 
fices In Sblma. Keese^ d 
leader of do^nns Of vOtcT 
■ registration mc^hei, rati 
city couricil In 1964 ohd, lost by 
a wide margin. 

Today. Reese, 43, Is one Of 
fiveblacKselecteatnlftl » 
an ll.memher city council 
”1 fed that wo bav# made 
fioiiwf progress/’ RcejH? Mid, 
•'It's for from what we*d like * 
to see. but we have to be fair 
oboul U-pnogross has been 
made.” 

Choni^e came slowly. , In 
1066, Ihrco yokra after Uin. 
voting rights act. blocks Were " 
unable to unseat whites In the 
city goverfimcnt. some black 
caraidati^ faced hartassitient 
and many blacks became Co«n 
vinecd the civil righto mowO- 
menn had failed tO Improve 
their lives. 

Joseph T, smiuienhan. 
Selrna^ uhlta mayor sUiCis 
I06t/bo1levc8 many black per- 
^8 thouslit the vfAihfl tighte 
act ”mctini they would have a 
pretty while house, like the 
while man, oiid two cars. It 
\tH them in frustration ” 
Because black voteffi r<M 



mam in tha minority, there Is 
lllllc ihanoe for a Nogro to 
will tlic mayor’s office or gain 
control of Uie cguncit. 

•’Whites have not gotten to 
ttm point where Ihsy wosld 
%^(e for 0 black moo” said | 
bl^k city council member 
Edwin L, Moss. 

Reese said electton rtlums , 
indicate some whiles have ; 
voted for block cundidatea, i 
and he thiuka the ntmiber will I 
increase as whites watch the ; 
performance of blacks In of<^ ^ 
flelal positions and aa \ 
members of both raoea work j 

together oijpubtlcpt^eCts^ 

••You cannot legisUio > 
!ov«/’ Recite said, ."’but you * 
Iciislato an act that would ; 
put you in a better position to 
fo^e. This (vuUng.rigbta net) ) 
gavoarealopportuniiyforiuh ^ 
derstonding m both racea, 

/ft dah’t want to give you the 
imptc^oh that everything la j 
rosy here because H Is not/* 
Reese said. “But we have a 1 
handle on It” \ 

The potUkal gains won hy 
blacks not aoKcd all tho I 
problciita faced by Ncgrucs In 
^ima. 

**Rvcn v?ith some of the 
political strength wo have t 
gained, we’ve got to got fiwne j 
economic site ngth,'”' Moan 
saw. /’People tn the rural 
areas, evert if an Of 
eould vote, ^here would be 
many tnatoncoo where they 
would go toihe voting boi #nd 
because of their economic 

« ency they are going to 
ictant to vote gaglnst 
some guy *out ttwro who ^s 
the power tocrurii tbclr Job or , 
take the food out of thrir r 
mouth.” . 

Moks. B9. rrpreaeuts much 



mobile press 
mar 2 



Document 5: ^'Mobile Press article 3/2/75," Alabama Department of Archives and 
History Public Information Subject Files - General Files, Civil Rights - Selma to 
Montgomery March, SG6948, folder 406, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1. 
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recalled 




10 






oi th0 •ednamie str^igth of 
the bluok community iit 
Scltna. 

He &ifm a &u^eriDarlcet. 
fuhs thd busindHg HPCi\M of a 
Catholic Mission and hoadd a 
credit union with ^90.000 of 
ddiui(il«^ll from blacks. 

*’ff you ati you some 
money, you don't nave to aidt 
for anything/* Moss said. 
* 'Really^ that Is the t»dwcr. 
Peuple respect me beinuse I 
control pretty close to a 
million dollars/* 

Pow blacks In Solmo have 



••f have fwver i^eai su inocii 
hate On the faces of people 1 

have known m mv Ufe. loving 
peofde/ he uuW, “f never foJt 
Whero my scripture and 
prayer meant nothing exveoi 
Uial day/' 



Who Was in ArfantO, 
taneil '^or thOfe people who 
wished to come pre&PM their 

Dodteand riiomkclvos to heio 
in ^lmo/' Jteeso said. ^ 

‘"When the call went oui< 
that nidht, pc^lf . stortod 




H-rfe,'"'* Slolrtw/' fee teidi j 
hll.ttalMB; one (iTlhe moil o> 

liVj »».8aW. *‘Uiat i^^ j 



the Dconomk strength of 
! Mims, uiiil they must conr 
I solinate tiielr political power 
I (0 be beardi jy^ss thinks uat 
I con bo done with ^'houso to 
j houuc, day by day work'* to 
register Utc rtuuilning iUlOO 
eligible blaci^ voters In tJi^ 
county. ’ . 4 ' 



Moss said the voter 

I rcglstralioo mettuMk uned at. 

I the poak of tho civil rl^to 
movement 10 years 
cigo^mosS meetings and 
marches-tall to draw out the 
* .ujireglslered black vnb*rs. 

^'f’oople ore tired of macs 
) meetings/' Moss said, 'it's 
just a tiling of the past Udled { 
with Marilo uther King/' > 
tn the first hours after tho l 
clash on the bridge, Recce 



Was not as certain about 
pvtwrm 09 be Is now. 

*'iilliere was a Wg noesiion 
in my mind whether non- 
vleleim would really prevail 
in Belem/' Reese amd. “I 
knew If H wouldn't, we were 
in big trouble/' 

I U%cn the marchers rettirn- 
e& to BrOwns Chapel AME 
! Church after the clash. Rceso 
i Kiid he stood before the group 
and read (rora the Hibto and 
I prayed. 
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Document 5: "Mobile Press article 3/2/75," Alabama Department of Archives and 
History Public Information Subject Files - General Files, Civil Rights - Selma to 
Montgomery March, SG6948, folder 406, Alabama Department of Archives and 
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2. 
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Lesson 5: Voting Rights 



1. Background information for teachers: 

From its beginnings into the 1960s, Alabama virtually had denied the right to vote to 
African Americans. The Civil War freed them from slavery and a succession of 
amendments to the U.S. Constitution in the Reconstruction Era conferred citizenship and 
the franchise upon them. However, physical and economic intimidation exercised by 
politically powerful white Alabamians often restricted African Americans through the 
end of the 19th century. 

Suffrage provisions adopted in the 1901 state Constitution effectively disfranchised the 
vast majority of black Alabamians, as well as large segments of the poor white 
population. A dizzying array of property, literacy and poll tax requirements operated to 
deny African Americans the vote throughout the first half of the 20th century. Even as 
federal court rulings in the 1960s struck down these voting barriers one by one, local 
registrars in many areas continued to employ whatever tactics they felt were necessary to 
impede black registration. The Selma to Montgomery March of March 1965 brought 
national attention to the continuing problem encouraging the U.S. Congress to pass, and 
President Lyndon B. Johnson to sign, the Voting Ri^ts Act of 1965 (August 6). It 
provided federal (rather than local) examiners to register voters in counties where less 
than 50 percent of adults were registered in 1964. 

The percentage of registered voters among the total population, both black and white, 
increased enormously in consequence and changed the political landscape of Alabama. 



2. Learning objectives: 

Upon completion of this activity, students should be able to: 

1. Use a map with population data to develop hypotheses concerning the 
distribution of political power in Alabama in 1962, 1964 and 1965. 

2. Define and discuss the Voting Rights Act of 1 965. 



3 . Suggested activities : 

1. Make copies of Document 1. 

2. After studying the map, ask the students to look for the following: 



a. How many counties had a majority of White voters? 

b. How many counties had a majority of African American voters? 

c. Using the map, what kinds of information can one gather about the 
population of Alabama? 

3. On August 6, 1965, the Voting Rights Act was signed into law by 
President Lyndon B. Johnson. Ask students to use reference materials, 
textbooks or computer information in order to find a description of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. (Reminder: This law provided for federal 
examiners to register voters in counties where less than 50 percent of 
adults were registered in 1964.) 

4. Place a copy of Chart 1 on an overhead projector. 

5. Ask the students to use this information and compare it with their answer 
for 2 C above. Where had these new voters been? 

6. Provide the students with copies of Documents 2 and 3. 

7. Using TWO (2) blank Alabama maps (attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/mapact.html) and the 
information found in Documents 2 and 3, ask the students to record the 
difference between the registered voters of 1964 and 1965 on one of the 
maps. On the second map, ask the students to shade or color the counties 
which had an increase in black voters from the 1962 map and the 1965 
newspaper list. 

8. Ask the students to write a paragraph with the conclusions that they have 
drawn from the maps. 



DOCUMENTS: 

Document 1. "1962 Breakdown of White and Negro Voters" map, Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, map L-1 1. Attached 
and on the web at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson5/docl.html 

Document 2. "Birmingham News article 10/02/66," Alabama Department of 
Archives and History Public Information Subject Files - General Files, Voter 
Registration, SG6993, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson5/doc2.html 
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Document 3. "Birmingham News article 1 1/06/66, Alabama Department of 
Archives and History Public Information Subject Files - General Files, Negro 
Registration and Voting, SG6975, Alabama Department of Archives and History, 
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and on the web at 
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/rights/lesson5/doc3.html 



Chart 1- Registered Black Voters by 1965 in Alabama 



County 

Dallas 

Perry 

Lowndes 

Wilcox 



Number 

6,000 

2,460 

1,496 

3,201 



Overall black registration between 1960 and 1965 increased from 66,000 to 
113,000. 

Source: William Warren Rogers, Robert David Ward, Leah Rawls Atkins and 
Wayne Flynt, Alabama: The History of a Deep South State (Tuscaloosa: 
University of Alabama Press, 1994), p. 565 
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Voter lists up 
hy after 
federal drive 



AV HdOU W. SPARROW 
Ncw 8 staff wrt^r 
MONtOOMERY, Ofl. 1- 
The a<ldiUon Of more man 
150,000 Nogpwuje Iho voting 
llafd by fodoral registrure aft- 
er puesugu of the t005 Tederul 
voting taw raised tho iUott^ma 
onnltllgd vntmr total from l> 
05M77 In lOlM b 1,399,755 tn 
1900. 

. This Is Shown by toUii» 
hasod on ofUdal voting lis^ 
for 1960 in tho 67 Alabama 
counties end reported to the 
office of BBcreiury Of state by 
the protote Judges 
It was an nver*a]l gain of 
more than 91 per oenr which 
affected the voter totals of 
\lrtimUy on counties, but es* 
pedally the urban counties of 
Jefferaon, Mbfall^ and Mont* 
gomery and BInch, Belt coun- 
ties where the increases hi* 
variably were mora than lot) 
per cent., 

JEFFERSON’S lotol In- 
creased from l(H)t009 to 
233,000. 

. In lOM. the number of N6« 
gro voters in the state ns a 
whole was estimated dt about 
95, too. The total is now eith 
mat^ at 23Q.OOQ. 

leflbrsim had nhAOt t9O.R0O 
white and 21,955 Ne|r» vot^ri 
on Dm voting list Just .two 
yeais an. ina c^tiinattKl to* 
tat in Alahnnia^B lar^t ooun* 
iy is betueen 115,005 and 171, • 
009 white ond between ll»5M 
and 6S.900 Negro lotere. 

Uohiie had about 69.1190 
Whito and 13,500 Negro votera 
in 1554. 

Thai county’s voter total 
now IS U4.103. with tbo rpUD 
Ijolweon vhitn and Ncgra 
voters probably narrowed 
down to (some extent. 

In Montgomery County, 
wham federal re^trars and 
federal Judges ordered whole- 
sale rc^tmtlon of Negroes, 
remstration locreascd from 
40 !q€ 0 to 68.000, of aiiich more 
than 9,505 arc NegrooB. 

The aeoompahying table 
shows county vul^ totals In 



Bibb e.992 

Blount 40 M* 11.005 
Buflluck ..... 9.732 
Butler 



30.215 
10,500 
8.0^ 
8.459 
4.1 



im oitd 1966. 

Qiinlifi^l (luaUricd 


isunncii *.« 

Tonodega 




Vote re 


Voters 


Tallapoosa 


- 


Last 


Lost 


Tuscaloosa 


County 


Primary Pilniafy 


WoUoe? . .. 


Autauga . 


• 1064 

... s,m 


1069 

9,215 


Woshlngtim 


Baldwhi . 


... 20.1^ 


164IS0 


wncos .... 


Barbour • 


... 8,133 


u,soo 


Winston 



CalhOhn 
Chamber 
ChoroKco 
Chllicm . 

Choctaw 

Clarke ...... ^,B7? 

Clay 7,750 

Cleburne C,L94 

CoffDO 0,3W 

ailbert ..4.. 18.800 
Conocuh ...« 5,333 
Coosa • 4.... S,281 
Covington .. 14.(100 
Crenshaw .- 6,174 
Cullman ...» 25,305 

Bale fi,850 

Balias 9.437 

DeKelb 22,690 

Elmore 11,855 

BscQhibla .. 13.7© 

Etowah. £8,671 

Fayette M30 

Fnmklln to. U781 
Oenova ..mo 5,790 
Crow it... 

Uole *o,M*t* 4,123 

Honry 3,464 

Houston t...« 13, 156 
jBekHon »Mt 19|718 
Jefferson .m18O,00o 

Lamar 

liBUderdslc t 80,56V 

Lawrence .. u,ooo 

Lee U,S4ft 

IMeitono .. 19,923 
Lowndes m» 8<523 

Mfloon 7,111 

Mcdlf^sn MM 06,450 

Marengo ••• 

Marion m.m IV.O'^O 
Mnrghol] ... 23,690 

Mobile 83.713 

Monroe V.2t^ 

Montgomery. 40,190 

Morgan ..m? 31,531 
Fen*y «m»m 4,500 

Ficirons 7.1S4 

Pihe 0,772 

Randolph lO.SIS 

Kussell ..... 10.512 

Sholby 13,042 

$1. Clhie .... d,958 

. 3,542 

. 31,911 

.*15.(105 
. 33,732 

. 23,052 

• 7A03 

: 3,(65 

• 10,148 



7,913 

14.249 

9.885 

9.860 

35.003 

12,900 

9,011 

19,643 



12.329 

-.^,g79 

7,753 

12,153 

2S.800 

7.023 

8.310 

17.000 
8.582 I 

22,676’ 
12,600 
33.041 
24,900 
16.131 
17.803 
44,62V 
15,300 
W.V10 ) 
11,1013 ! 
0,0(10 I 
9*600 
B.flfi? i 
35*169 1 
14,043 
333, 6UD ; 
15,489 
21,874 
15,199 
13*762 
10,390 
5,962 

11.000 
81,SQ9 
10,069 
10,388 
20.010 

114,163 

10*060 



97JI49 
8,030 
9.003 
18.847 
11,245 i 
18,535 , 
15,788 ! 
12.U8 
> 7,826 ^ 
^ 30.GG6 
14*223 
36,998 
27.690 j 

0*068 I 

8.453 ; 

10,888 
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Negro voter may cast 
deciding ballot Tuesday 



BY JAIHB8 CIIISVM. News staff trriUf 

AlDMma'8 moro than 341,896 Negro roteri enutd 
dccidfl poUticfil 11(0 or death (of any otio of the iiate*6 
throe gubontatorial eondldatce 

But too many faetoro wtdth cooU l»o f^oimltied U 
BdVBDCC nwKe otco a auallflod predicUuo or tlm 
effect of the ''Negro" vote Impooslbie. mero laetors 
feelwle: 

atze of tho veto. The S4t,396 figuro li 
huyrunlve, tiui 11 ovuhl Iw cut sharply if luony 
NesroCs decided simply to refuse to maltd a choice. 
The numhor of white voters who participate also 
would have o beoiiiig on tho woigHt of tho Nogro 

votes, 

—TUB NATCRE Of the White vote. If vi 
overwhelming malortty Choso onO'Ot tho candioatei, 
oven a Kogro vote dooo to tho 941,399 figure would 
have UUlo effect^ probably deciding only which 
candidate caroe In second. 

—The unanimity and control of Negro Icedors. At 
(his point, known Negro teaders nnnarontly don't 
agree on which choleo would bcociii (hdr people 
more. This could lead (v a threc^y split of tho 
; Qvalbhle Nearo votes. However, tnis might he onset 
if Negro votraw simply don't follow tho advice o£ their 
fcodoro ond moko tho oholoo (hr thomsolvot. 

To make (bo Negro voio effOctlvc, Negro leaden 
. must battle a widespread (eeUng Umt Uidr people 
kavA no rboirn tis the etectloa except to vote for a 
sogregaUoolsI or throw their ^'otc away on an 
(ndcpcodrnt wbo has no chance to win. 

POINTING OUT the massive effort to got Nesrod* 
r?gbtcrod. Dr. John Nixon, president of the Alabama 
NAACP council, said *‘Wo’vo been working nearly 50 
years to get them rcfllstered ... Vo d«nnltely wont 
them ouu'* 

Using current ostimates, Negro voters In fun 
stronoth wouW hove nhont one vole in (lour if while 
votcro go to (ho polls in full atrongth. But if 230,000 of 
Un? approximately ono million while t'oters, stay owoy 
from the poUs^ Negro votes would he about one in 

thiifie. 

> In this COSO a untflrd Negro vote caslb^ <ymU 
dccl^ the outcome of (he election If white votcro 
edme to the poR» tn light numbers (uid Split' three 
ways among the candidates. 

The Negro voie cmitH bring the eledtnn into on 
cottrcmely dooc content If (be Independent oandidQto, 
Or. COii Uuy RoblJison, werb larg^ ignored and one 
Of the other pt^hdidatca got only fwo out of throe 
oitltfi votes. 

Tho Ncigro vote couW moko tho candidate lean 
latorod by whites o close contender — ond pcrtiapa 
give him the election. 

BUT THK most unpredictable factor In the Negro 
vote iii Its unanimity, Negrn leader nro unfflftil — at 
toast in'publio only In n doefre to wield tho power 
avuilable to (hem by gotUng out the rote. 

Alabama's bigest Negro potiilcm organbtsduPt 
(he Jeffeneon Cdanty Proarossfro BemoersUe Coon* 
cHy ts backing Mrs. Lurteen' WnUnco, reportedly 0(1 h 
ineaia of okUng the natltmal Deinocmtlc Potty. 

Uaders of the orgonbudon prodtet 55 per end of 
Jeffersofl County’s appnudmaie 63.992 registered 
Negro voteirv will foDow tb reconunendnUntu and will 
heh^ influence Negro voten elsewhere In the otate. 

I . But the Alulwniu CuuitUimUuu AssuchiUm tor 
I ' Reolstratlon ond voting. hcQded by ur. 'Gordon 

I Rogern . 1 r. of AnniRtrin, roportedly has InllArt to a^nec 
on 0 gubcnudortol cnndldoto. thou^ It has picked a 
elate of Icsacr candidates. 

IT AIjSO HAS) been reported that iho Cotifedera- 
tlnn of PoliUeal Organtzallons. o group associated 
with the NAACP, couldn’t ogroo on o i^dldato. 

Dr. Nixon, however, aoys cnlgmotlcnUy “We 
mink one of tho candidate has a good chcnce." 

He also concedes that ho believes Aim. Wallace, 
on a s(nnd>bt for her huKhnnd. RhonVI bn defASted. 
(hough he ndmlts (kni (he general onfuiun among 
Negro voten ot (he grass roots is (bul both MarUo 
I and WaQoce ore cut from tho same iwsrecationtst 



Dr, Nlscn beltoves the power df tho Negro vote wlH 
be most, opparwit hi lihraingham. AEobilo Oftd Alont' 
Gomcry, Where ne says more man 163,000 Negroes ore 
refi^crod. Ho estimates that 230«0(NI to 360.000 NCSro 
voters ore registered in (ho stato. 

This figure b slighUy bl^er than (he Intosi 
estimate, of 3(9<A4li cuido by tku 8outbciu Rcgtonal 
Council In Atlanta, or (ho earlier 841J196 estimate or the 
council. 

Approximately 1,167,023 whlio votcfi^ro rogtstero^ 
the Coxmfi csUttiatcd lost aummor, 

COUNTY WHITE 

Autauga 0«983 

Bnld^n 19.693 

Darbow 9.S33' 

Bibb 8, OCT 

BImmt 

Bullock W 

Duller 

Calhoun 83,478 

Chamboro 

Cherokee 

Chilton 

Ghoctuw 

ClorlLO 10,886 

Clay * 

cXrno ....................... 

Coffee 

C<wa — iSS 

Covington 

creiishaw -5’JS 

Cullman 

Dale H-SS 

Dallas iJ'IS' 

DeKaltt JW 

Elmore 

ERcambia 55«8£ 

Etowoh ^ 

Toyetto 944J 

Kranklln 

IZ 

Henry 

Houston 

JaokEon - 



Sumter , _ 

Talladega 

Tallapooan “-gg 

^ 0 ^“..:::::;:;::;:::::;:;: S 

WbisUm. 

_ TGrrALS^..... ^,...UCTJ»7a_^ 



Kcona 

3.808 
1.242 
3A69 

833 

140 

9J97 

1.809 
M6I 
1,438 

m 

V47 

2,564 

399 

138 

1,039 

2.810 
2.304 
,9S6 

1,010 
. 1,910 
122 
1.414 
10.519 
ill 
2,810 
1,825 
4,120 
664 
7E5 
8S3 

3.837 • 
4.000 
1,4C0 ^ 
1,610 



ueitcrsun 

Lamar 

Viuidcrdaia 

Lowronen 


• ... 0.097 
i . .... 18.m 

14.781 


007 • 
1,339 
.Lllfi 




laAfo 


2JHB 


Llmcstona 


14,379 


M78 


^Lowndca 


L. 2.823 


2,758 


ittneon 


4,997 


7,100 


Madison 


41.S33 


8.1B3 


'Xfnrpnfh) ..k. 


. 7,288 


5,7»^ 


Marion 

Marshall 

Mobtlo 


' 10,418 

: . .127.453 


2CT 

m 

24.T94 


Monruo 


7,542 


2.4W 


Montpon^ry 




10,218 


Mnrgnn 


.......... 

5.493 


1,194 ^ 
0Ji47 


Pickeita ............ 

Piitft 


■ 7.4II7' 

............ . 


1,717 
. ;3.ia> 


Randoibh 

RusBoll 


lojiOo 

! nm 


1.103 

3,033 


St Clfllr 


;* ** 11,044 


OfiB 


Shelby 


10,908 


083 



3.480 

1.81B 

5.707 

1,277 

1,469 

8,763 

40. 

_24UflaL 
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and History Public Information Subject Files - General Files, Negro Registration 
and Voting, SG6975, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, 
Alabama. 



BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



57 



64 



General Suggestions for Analyzing a 
Written Document 



1 . Describe the document. Is this a letter, a will, a bill of sale or some other kind of 
document? 

2. What is the date of the document? Is there more than one date? Why? 

3. Who is the author of the document? Is this person of historical significance? Do 
you believe that the author of this document is credible? Is this document written 
as a requirement of the author's occupation or is this a personal document? 

4. For what audience was this document written? 

5. List or underline three (3) points that the author made that you believe are 
important. 

6. Why do you think that the author wrote this document? Use quotes fi'om the 
document to support your position. 

7. List two (2) things fi'om the document that describes life in the United States or in 
Alabama. 

8. Write one (1) question to the author that is unanswered by the document. 
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